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Abstract

This study considers the concept of schools and their spatial composition by John Dewey through literature review who argued
for a new, children-centered education in the early 19th century, and it also mentions some suggestions for improvement of the
elementary school facilities in Korea that the size and number of students in school has decreased sharply.

John Dewey claimed that a school is a big household as well as a small society in which one studies the current occupation
and experience in connection between the household-school-society. At the same time, he pursued an organic and open spatial
composition which can effectively and efficiently enable educational curriculum’s application, social occupation and project
learning based on children’s native impulse and stage in child growth.

Korea’s education policy should shift from quantity-based education production to quality-based production due to the reduction
of school age population among other reasons. Especially this study emphasizes that small size schools need to be changed to
local community facilities with environment-friendly, children-centered and open learning spatial composition with basis on John
Dewey’s educational philosophy.
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Figure 1. Diagram of Ideal school
source: John Dewey,(1915) The School and Society. p.67
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Figure 2. 1st plan Diagram of Ideal School
source: John Dewey,(1915) The School and Society. p.72
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Table 1. Practice Developing Curriculum of Each Group in the Laboratory School

Group(years) Practice Developing Curriculum
Groups I andII <Household Occupations> Hand-work, Play, Songs and stories, Dramatic play and rhythms, Observation of nature,
(4-5 years) Washing of clothe, Table setting, Cooking, Dish washing, Play with block, Modeling in clay.
Grouns T <Social occupation serving the household> Play with the block, Game, Study of farm and farmer’s life, Building of
© Ie)ars) a farm-house, Observation of seeds and their growth of plants and wood, oil, stones, and animals, Cooking wheat
¥ foods, Dramatic play(setting for farm), Study of cotton, Chorus singing
Grouns IV <Progress through invention and discovery> Centering interest on primitive life(build a fire, make a stone tool, using
7 Ie)ars) stone tool(for example cooking, weapons), Drama(Cave life), make a clay vessel, make the clothes of skin, Discovery
Y a variety of uses of the metal, Study some method of trading or bartering)
Grouns V <Progress through exploration and discovery> The study of Phoenician civilization
@« Ears) The practical approach to mathematics, Interest in written and dramatic expression. Manual training(making a rude
¥ boat), The study of world travelers, The study of Columbus,
<Local history> The study of local history and geography
Groups VI <Development of the city of Chicago> The period of French Exploration(fur trade), Fort Dearborn and the log—cabin
(9 years) age. <The study of Virginia> The cultivation of tobacco, Life of Virginia planter and his family, English history.
<The study of Plymouth colony> Development of the tools of expression
<Colonial history and the revolution> The story of the American colonies(The discoveries and explorations of Henry
Groups VI Hudson, Construction and furnishings of their log cabins), The study of revolution(The Boston tea party, The battles
(10 pears) of Lexington, Concord, and Bunker Hill), The study of territorial expansion. The Study of colonial industry. Interest
V! in science(The study of old rock, Discover the muscles, The physiology of digestion, Discussion of the difference
between plants and animals)
<European background of the colonists> The study of the English village and social life and industrial life.
Groups VI Elementary physics and physiology(Principal of electricity, make a seesaw, Metric system of weights and measures),
(11 years) Interest in textiles. Cooking experiment, Group’s play, Ventilation, Tax and Bill, Language expression, Study of
English literature, Music and the graphic arts
<Experiments in specialized activities> Study of colonists as people(study of growing industry, study of social and
Groups X political reorganization) Activities in science(Sedimentary rocks, air, experiment of conservation of mass,, the state of
(12 years) matter(solid, liquid, gaseous), Study of electric bell and moter, Make a large geology map of US(in the schoolyard),
The earth’s revolution and rotation) Astronomy
Groups X <Experiments in specialized activities> Review of the colonial period. Photography, The basis of scientific activity.
(13 years) The club house project, The study of current events
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Quaternary | 1898.10-1903.6 Ellis Avenue 5412 33/82-140
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Fifth 1903.10-1904.04 Chicago, TI. 60637 -/ -
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