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Comparative Study on the Public Speech Spectrum
between ROK and USA Politicians

Eun-Ee Chung*, Sang-Ho Lee**

Abstract

In this study, we focused on the importance of politicians’ voices in sending a message. Different
factors for a voice may play different roles in sending a message and affect message recipients’
responsiveness, understanding, and so on. For this reason, it can be said that an analytical study on
voices in sending a diversity of messages is a meaningful attempt. We took interest in politicians’
voices because we determined that a voice should be very important to politicians frequently
sending a message through speech to the nation and others. This study aimed to investigate the
voices of politicians, who represent their nation. We intended to select politicians representing
ROK(Republic of Korea; South Korean) and USA(United States of America), choose representative
speeches to the nation, make a comparative analysis of their voices in the speeches, and draw
implications. We analyzed a total of eight voices—four ROK politicians and four USA ones, male
and female—to characterize them and suggest guidelines for a voice with clearer message delivery.
We analyzed the politicians” voices on the basis of such vocal properties as vocal pitch, accuracy of
pronunciation, resonance, and intonation variation and found that the ROK politicians were
somewhat poorer at utilizing their voice than the US ones. In particular, they were remarkably
poorer at accurate pronunciation, which exerts a significant impact on message passing.
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