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Medical Student Examination Questions for Thoracic and
Cardiovascular Surgery of Almost 60 Years Ago
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Medical student examination questions of 60 years ago are very rare to find irrespective of medical specialty.
Recently, medical student examination questions for thoracic and cardiovascular surgery were found, which
were presented between 1957 and 1959 at Seoul National University Medical College. All examination questions
were hand-written in six pages by a professor as examiner. Among the six pages, four examination papers
were dated and/or the target grade was identified, while the remaining two did not offer any information.
These materials are thought to have a valuable historical meaning for the Korean medical community as well
as the Department of Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery at Seoul National University Hospital.
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Medical student examination questions of 60 years
ago are very rare to find irrespective of medical
specialty. Recently, medical student examination ques-
tions for thoracic and cardiovascular surgery were
found, which were presented between 1957 and
1959 at Seoul National University Medical College.
The year 1957 was when a clinic for thoracic and
cardiovascular surgery was first opened at Seoul
National University Hospital and lectures on thoracic
and cardiovascular surgery targeting third- and fou-
rth-year medical students were first introduced at
Seoul National University Medical College.

In 1957, the Department of Surgery at Seoul
National University Hospital decided to create a
thoracic and cardiovascular surgery specialty accord-
ing to the trends of development in modern medi-
cine. Dr. CB Lee(Z#E, 1915-1967), then an army
physician as a lieutenant colonel, was discharged from

the army and immediately placed in charge of the
specialty as an assistant professor [1]. These student
examination questions were composed in this context.

All examination questions found were hand-written
in six pages by Prof. CB Lee himself (Figs. 1-5).
Among the six pages, three examination papers were
dated and the target grade was identified, while one
examination paper had only the date of writing, and
the remaining two did not offer any information.

Of the dated examination questions, the earliest
one was dated Feb 16, 1957 (Fig. 1). The questions
were composed for fourth-year medical students.
What is more interesting is that there was additional
information in this paper such as the duration of the
test (90 minutes) and the testing method (selection
of any five questions out of a total of nine ques-
tions). Another fact was also mentioned in the paper:
the test was held together with the examinations of
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A4 KA BE SABRRR(SHE SHE I 2.16.1957, K5 [H] 902 £##% 5 F)

1. £3589 congenital atresia®| BALHE 12|71 1) H— B2 Al 2) Xi§ 12 & stomach air7} LIEFLHE
e FoRstet

2. Cardiospasm (Achalasia)@} Esophagus carcinoma®@}2| $& HIl 2 i

3. Cardiac arrest2| mechanism

4. Constrictive pericarditis (Concretio cordis)2| etiology

5. Cardiac catheterization®| 2 E7(1) {E1&

6. Tetralogy of Fallot2| symptom} sign

7. Blalock-Taussig operation Q| i E 3} 4=

8. Patent ductus arteriosus2| X# AT &,

9. TEUARRL ) AREIEH) (B2 RG-S K Oj2h(H BT — )
FOl U (B ST IBDIR ISR K BHAR

10. Esophagus carcinoma®| symptom

SEAE HE AR AERRIE(1957.3)

1) Decortication2| ;¥

2) Lung volume?| subdivisionQ| & %<} 1E7 &

3) Pulmonary segments2| Terminology

4) Pulmonary emphysema, Pulmonary tuberculosis(1 ), Bronchogenic carcinoma(1{41) 0f| A vital capacity,

resting minute volume, bronchospirometry, bronchoscope 3! broncl hyOf| #5745 oF B (LS 2ts}et

5) Pulmonary abscess@} Bronchiectasis@}2| & 7l 22 B

1) Aspirative origin@ 2 #§/:: ¥ pul.abscessQ| f § # L
2) Bronchography®| contraindication

3) Pul tbe, moderately advanced (Rt upper lobectomy), arrested (3 m), IT
4) The patient who has large cavity (diameter 4.0 cm) at right upper lobe and couldn't receive any treatment.

‘What is the reasonable therapy of him?
5) Pulm. abscess2| Sputum@| #5

6) Clinical symptoms of Bronchiectasis

3541 4291.9.3

1) Pulmonary abscess of aspirative origin

2) Contraindication of bronchography

3) Explain the following classification: Pul tbc, moderately advanced (Rt upper lobectomy), arrested (3m), I

4) Clinical symptoms of Bronchiectasis

3) Surgical indication of pulmonary tuberculosis

4292.5.28.

1) Mediastinal flutter

2) Decortication

3) Maximal breathing capacity

4) Pulmonary segments of Lt upper lobe

5) Pulmonary Abscess of aspirative origin
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Fig. 1. Medical student examination
questions dated February 16, 1957
(for a fourth-year medical student).

Fig. 2. Medical student examination
questions dated March 1957 (for a
third-year medical student).

Fig. 3. Medical student examination
questions dated September 3, 1958
and May 28, 1959 (for a third-year
medical student).



Medical Student Examination Questions of 60 Years Ago

4292.2.17.

1) Mechanism of cardiac arrest
2) Etiology of constrictive pericarditis
3) Indication and Technique of Blalock-Taussig operation

4) Roentgenographical findings of Coarctation

1) Roentgenographical findings of
a) pericardial tamponade
b) constrictive pericarditis
c) patent ductus arteriosus
d) coarctation
¢) tetralogy of Fallot
2) Treatment of Tetralogy of Fallot

Fig. 4. Medical student examination
questions dated February 17, 1959.

1. MRS
MR Lol ZEO| IEM(AT-># JENE XMoEh
RE REEHS fEX), WBAR M@k KBk

. RYIBE7 BRIl RERES L5 El(stricture dysphagia)
Foreign body
Stricture
Atresia

Cardiac spasm
Tumors

3. BFRA REQ 7|2(Zol2 MZE-MA F)
Congenital atresia®| WEE 12|10

1) Hep 5— E8t &

2)X &2 2 stomach air7} LIEILIE #

N

>

5. Cardiospasm (achalasia®} carcinoma@| &7l Hf)
B’RYBE
bougie EE
dilatation

6. Carcinoma of esophagus2| symptom

7. Cardiac arrest® EIEA|F7| =0 HESH R

8. Mechanism of cardiac arrest

9. Constrictive Pericarditis (Concretis cardis)2| Etiology
10. Cardiac catheterization

11. Tetralogy of Fallot2| symptoms and signs

12. Blalock & Taussing operation
Potts-Smith-Gibson operation

13. Patent ductus arteriosus2| Radiographic Findings

1) Inoperability and Operability of Bronchogenic carcinoma

2) Special diagnostic measures of Bronchogenic carcinoma

3) Congenital atresia of the Esophagus

4) Cardiospasm

5) Differential Diagnosis between Achalasia and Carcinoma of the Esophagus

HEMN #RESE XRFESLE =o{Zmo(EoiZmol-MAtF) Tiel el

1) Diagnostic measures of bronchogenic carcinoma
2) Original diseases of the esophageal varices and those surgical treatment
3) Several esophageal diseases causing dysphagia

4) Differential diagnosis between achalasia and esophageal carcinoma

Fig. 5. (A, B) Medical student ex-
amination questions, undated.
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other surgical professors from different specialties.

On two dated examination question pages, the year
was expressed according to the Korean traditional
year-counting system, called ‘Danki(#&#Z) in the tradi-
tional year-counting system at that time (Figs. 3, 4).

For the better understanding of readers, these
original documents have been rewritten by the au-
thor of this paper, as above. (Figs. 1-5).

In conclusion, these materials are thought to have
a valuable historical meaning for the Korean medical
community as well as the Department of Thoracic
and Cardiovascular Surgery at Seoul National Univer-

sity Hospital.
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