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Objective: The aim of this study was to achieve a qualitative understanding of childcare teachers'
cooperation experiences with Nuri curriculum teaching assistants.

Methods: The study adopted a qualitative research design. Participants comprised 23 childcare
teachers working with Nuri curriculum teaching assistants. Focus group interviews were conducted
to discuss their cooperation experience with the teaching assistants. Qualitative themes analyses
were carried out following individual-level analyses, group-level analyses, and cross-group-
comparisons.

Results and Conclusion: The results showed that childcare teachers, at first, had low expectation
for Nuri curriculum teaching assistants because they have ambiguous job descriptions. However,
the teachers' actual interactions exhibited cooperation effects on improving the quality of
childcare. Childcare teachers suggested the ways to promote cooperation between childcare
teachers and Nuri curriculum teaching assistants at individual and systemic levels.

Keywords: Nuri curriculum teaching assistants, cooperation experiences, qualitative study, focus
group interviews
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Research participant opinions

Meaning units Category

As a preschool class, there are more activities so there is so much for the teacher to do

such as write daily logs and so it is too difficult to make activity preparations as well.

* Reduced tasks for the The positive effects of

teacher cooperation

For good activities, preparations must be made and since the [Nuri course assistant]

teacher makes the basic preparations, it is great because I can focus on classes. (#17)

The children are always talkative and full of curiosity. I can answer their questions right

away. When I was alone, I told them to wait a little but now with the [Nuri assistant

* Quality interaction

teacher] I can provide the children with quick feedback. (#05)

I hardly said anything because I felt sorry to give orders. I thought she would do the
work on her own so I didn’t tell her what to do. I think that is why she felt frustrated.

with the children
* Ambiguity in role Difficulties in
prescription cooperation

(omitted) I wasn't sure how much work to give her, either. I know the work is not easy.

I thought it would just be faster if I did it...

It seems that the lines are vague with regard

to how I should request help. (#04)

A Nuri assistant probably has less sense of belonging than regular teachers. It seems that

e Lack of a sense of

[Nuri assistant teachers] are more anxious emotionally and unsure of what to do. There

belonging for the

was one [Nuri course assistant] teacher who went here and there and quit after a few

Nuri curriculum

months because there was no sense of belonging. (#19)

teaching assistants
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Table 2
Cooperation With Nuri Curriculum Teaching Assistants Experienced by Childcare Teacher

Topic Category Main meaning units
Homeroom teacher expectations of Nuri - Ambiguous expectations of an ‘unfamiliar role’

course assistant teachers = Simple work assistance

Actual cooperation with Nuri course Positive effects Work reduction for teachers
assistant teachers as experienced by Emotional support for teachers

homeroom teachers
Strengthened quality interactions with the children

Difficulties in cooperation Conflicts due to unclear role prescriptions
Discord in teacher positions and professional skills

Lack of a sense of belonging for Nuri curriculum teaching
assistants

Proposals for enhanced cooperation Individual teacher levels Effective work management for homeroom teachers
between teachers and Nuri curriculum Strengthened abilities of Nuri curriculum teaching assistants

teaching assistants o ) ) . . .
Institutional levels Regulation of Nuri curriculum teaching assistants work

duties

Stabilization of Nuri curriculum teaching assistant systems
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