Korean ) Child Stud 2016;37(3):83-93
http://dx.doi.org/10.5723/kjcs.2016.37.3.83
pISSN: 1226-1688 eISSN: 2234-408X

Original Article

KJCS

Korean Journal of Child Studies

The Influence of General Characteristics,
Temperament, and Attachment on the Development
of Young Children in Institutional Care

Sim Young Yang

Department of Family Welfare, Soongeui Women's College, Seoul, Korea

US| HRO0t] UL ST} 7| R U OfEIHE O] ko
n|xls @l
o4

S|O{XICH St ZHEEX| 1t

Objective: This study examined that general characteristics such as gender, age, period of stay at
an institution, size of facility, and temperament and attachment affect young children's
development under institutional care.

Methods: A total of 94 young children (ages 2-4years), who live in 32 institutions in Seoul were
assessed on their development using the Korean-Age & Stage Questionnaire. Pearson product-
moment correlation analysis, and multiple regression analyses were used for data analysis.
Results: The major findings of this study were as follows: first, a longer period of stay at an
institution had more positive effects on the development of communication. Facilities with more
than 60 children had lower communication, gross motor, and fine motor development compared to
facilities with less than 60 children. Second, social temperament had positive effects on
communication, problem solving, and personal-social development. Emotional temperament had
no effects on all development areas. Third, attachment had positive effects on all development
areas. Lastly, social temperament and attachment had interactive effects on communication, gross
motor, problem solving, and personal-social development.

Conclusion: These results imply that caretakers in institutions should give developmental
mediation services for considering temperament and facilitation of attachment.
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Table 1
Means and Standard Deviation of Variables
Variables Means Standard deviation

Temperament

Emotionality 3.05 0.66

Sociality 3.49 0.64
Attachment 3.53 0.40
Development

Communication 47.48 17.48

Gross motor 52.15 14.28

Fine motor 48.97 13.48

Problem solving 48.91 13.70

Personal-social 51.08 12.09
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Table 2
Correlation Among Temperament, Attachment, and Development
1 2 3 5 6 7

1 _

2 -.006 -

3 -.067 .169 -

4 -.053 .358%** .300%*

5 .096 .109 .298** .586** -

6 -.002 .189 432%* .552%* .673** -

7 .020 227* .230* 755 .559** .654* -

8 -.066 246 .345** 716** 728%* 740%* 670

Note. 1 = emotionality; 2 = sociality; 3 = attachment; 4 = communication; 5 = gross motor; 6 = fine motor; 7 = problem solving; 8 =

personal-social.

*p<.05. *p<.01. *™¥p<.001.

Table 3
Multiple Regression Analyses of Young Children's Development in Institutional Care
Development
Communication Gross motor Fine motor Problem solving Personal-social
Variables B B B B B B B B B B
Gender .205 .006 4.013 .132 2.682 .095 1.456 .051 -.383 -.015
Age (month) -.229 -.081 296 125 122 .056 -.284  -126 184  .093
Residential period .386 236" -.004 -.003 114 .089 251 193 JA11 0 .097
Institution size -7.529 -.205* -6.607 -.214* -6.067 -.213* -4.650  -.159 -4.561 -.178
(ref. residential personnel < 60)

Emotionality 1.055 .039 3.193 .140 1.912 .091 2.279 .106 .025 .001
Sociality 10.839 39714 1.796 .079 3.059 .144 5.114 .236* 4.588  .241*
Attachment 12.279 281** 11.320 .311* 15.458  .458*** 8.452 .245* 9.489  .312**
Constant -33.406 -12.603 -27.000 .091 -4.423
R square .339 191 .308 .186 236
Fvalue 5.489*** 2.556* 4,834 2.489* 3.361**

*p<.05. **p<.01. **p<.001.
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Table 4
Interaction Effects of Sociality and Attachment
. Independent
Dependent variables /moderator variables B R F AR? AF
Communication Step1  Sociality .358%* 128 13.096*** 128 13.096
Step2  Sociality 310** .18 9.948*** .056 6.057**
Attachment .242%
Step3  Sociality 378%* 236 8.961*** .052 5.883**
Attachment 162
Sociality x Attachment -.246*
Gross motor Step 1 Sociality .109 .012 1.080 .012 1.080
Step2  Sociality .061 .094 4.616* .082 8.067**
Attachment 291%*
Step3  Sociality .130 134 4.556** .040 4.114*
Attachment 214*
Sociality x Attachment -222%
Problem solving Step1  Sociality 227* .052 4.834* .052 4.834*
Step2  Sociality 195 .090 4.337* .038 3.694*
Attachment 198
Step3  Sociality .279* 151 5.158** .061 6.281*
Attachment .104
Sociality x Attachment -.273%*
Personal-social Step 1 Sociality .246* .061 5.816* .061 5.816*
Step2  Sociality 194 158 8.365** .098 10.313**
Attachment 317+
Step3  Sociality 293 241 9.331** .083 9.640**
Attachment 207
Sociality x Attachment -318%*

*p<.05. *p<.01. *™¥p<.001.
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