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Multi-Culturalism Discourses in Korea
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Korean mass media has represented foreigners in their documentaries, entertainment
shows, situational comedies, and dramas for long time, while the representations
created plenty of controversies. Alleged West-oriented racism found from various
televison programs may be one of them. Recently, however, more Korean television
shows began to incorporate the ideas of multi-culturalism. This paper is an attempt to
explore how television audiences interpret multi-culturalism reflected in the media.
More specifically, this is a case study of JTBC's <Non-Summit>, a show featuring
foreigners debating on various topics regarding Korean culture. Particularly, it focuses
on disputes over the producers’ decision to play ‘Kimigayo’ (the national anthem of
Japan, which is also considered as a symbol of Japanese militaristic past) when
<{Non-Summit) introduced a new Japanese panel. Critical discourse analysis was adoped
as the main research method, and researchers found that audiences draw certain
guidelines in accepting multi-cultural aspects. If and when these aspects overstep the
line, they tend to abandon it without hesitance. In the case of ‘Kimigayo,” it was
ethno-centrism and/or anti-Japanes sentiments which made multi-culturalsim much
weaker. It does not mean that multi-culturalism was replaced—or defeated—by
nationalism, but show the ‘vulnerability’ of multi-culturalsim. Multi-culturalism is not as
concretely rooted in Korean society as many people have claimed or hoped. The research
has its own limitations as a case study, but it is hoped to stimulate other researchers to
keep their eyes on media and multi-culturalsim in Korea.

KEYW O RD S <Non-Summit), Multiculturalism, CDA(Critical Discourse Analysis),
Anti-Japanese sentiment, Nationalism.



