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A Critical Review on the Comprehensive
Cable TV Channels’ Journalism

Focused on the TV Politics of Political Mediating Elites in
Current Affairs Talk Show

Youngjoo Lee
Research Professor, Sungkyunkwan University

Comprehensive Cable TV Channels(CCCs) has been established as a political product
around 5 years ago, and it's influence and position on the broadcasting field are keep
increasing. CCC's stabilization is based on flooding the market with journalism. The
repeating news and current affairs programs are appearing constantly in the afternoon
which is CCC's primetime. The current affairs talk shows are a product of CCC's
representative program type and it leads unique CCC style journalism. The guests of the
current affairs talk show leading the program with critiques(comments) and discussions
about political issues. The purpose of this study is to explore how these guests of the
current affairs talk shows conceptually positioned as political mediating elites and same
time to explore the television political landscape through the representative current
affairs talk shows from TV chosun, Channel A, MBN, JTBC which are present by these
political elites. This study wants to find out about that television political effects from
CCCs which exemplified into certain directions by these political mediating elites saying
their political biases and expresses their feelings drastically that causes high ratings and
brings people’s attention. The guests who called political mediating elites in this study
are mostly considered to be extreme rightist, conservatives, conservative-centrist and
they have close relationship with certain political party or political group. The political
mediating elites gain the popularities and have great influence on the public from
performing the television politics through CCCs’ current affairs talk shows and use that
to make political exchange connections with political groups. Therefore this study wants
to point out that CCCs’ current affairs talk shows are situated in political rally, exchange
connection, so current affairs talk shows are existing only for political battle field.

KEYW O RD S CCC, Current Affairs Talk Show, Political Mediating Elites, TV politics



