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A Case Study: ICT and the Region-based Sharing
Economy of a Start-up Social Enterprise

Taechyup Roh”

Abstract

Under the market economy of capitalism, several limitations reveal the inequity and redistribution
problem of wealth, inefficiency of over-manufacturing and over-consumption, pollution of the natural
environment, and the constraint of human liberty and dignity. The new challenge of symbiotic relationships
that encourage individual corporations coincides with the need to practice social responsibility and share
values to overcome these limitations. Social economy and the social enterprises that simultaneously pursue
the making of corporate private profits and the realization of social values have been suggested and
disseminated as alternative social value creators. Furthermore, the concept of a sharing economy, which
refers to the sharing of things rather than owning them, is growing traction as a new paradigm of capitalism.
However, these efforts of social enterprises have fallen short against the conflicts between private profit
and social values.

This study deals with the case of a start-up social corporation, “Purun Bike Sharing Inc.,” which
is based on a regional sharing economy business model about bike rental services that use Information
and Communication Technology (ICT). This corporation pursues harmonic management to achieve a
balance between private profit and social value. Its corporate mission is to achieve sharing, coexistence,
and contribution for public welfare. This mission is a possible idea for use in the local community network
as a core key for sustainable social enterprises. The model can also be an alternative approach to overcome
the structural friction in the social corporation. This study considers the case of Purun Bike Sharing
as a sustainable way to practice a sharing economy business model based on a regional cooperation
network, which can be combined with social value, and to apply ICT to a sharing economy system.
It also examines the definition and current state of social enterprises and the sharing economy, and the
cases of the sharing economy business model for the review of prior research.

Keywords: Social Enterprise, Sharing Economy, Creating Shared Value, Regional Community Network,
Information And Communication Technology
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