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Does Disney’s Frozen offer a subversive
feminine gender representation?
Discussion based on Greimas’s semiotic analysis

Hyoungil Joo
Professor, Yeungnam University

The purpose of this study is to review and criticize the articles that analyzed Frozen by
using the semiotic method of Greimas. The study also aims to apply the semiotic method
of Greimas correctly to find the deep structure of the narrative of Frozen. The results of
the narrative analysis based on the actantial model and the semiotic square show that
Frozen is not Elsa’s heroic narrative but Anna’s one. Because Elsa and Anna are the
opposing elements in this narrative, the success of Anna is the failure of Elsa. Frozen does
not convey the subversive message about the gender roles by representing an
independent and active woman who resists the patriarchal discourse. Instead, Frozen
reproduces the conformist ideology by saying that love is the most valuable thing and
that everyone should accept the role given to him/her by the community.

KEY W O R D S Greimas, semiotics, actantial model, semiotic square, witch



