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Abstract

The New Challenges for the Republic of Korea
Navy and the Development of Maritime Task
Flotilla's Force Development

Kim, Duk-ki*

The completion of Jeju Naval Base on February 2016 made the Republic of
Korea Navy(ROKN) review the size and role of the Maritime Task Flotilla(MTF),
The new strategic environment for the 12st century and the new challenges
require the Navy to counter North Korea's provocations and prevent potential
enemy’s threat, The Navy is also required to take part in the variety of
international roles and missions commensurated with Korea's global status to
maximize the national interest, Despite these changes, Korea's military
construction concept is still unable to break away from the old paradigm of the
North Korean threat largely centered, In order to develop the current MTF into
the Task Group with the construction of Jeju Naval Base, the Navy must newly
not only establish new force development plan and fleet management concepts
but also go to persuade and convince policy decision makers.

To this end, the following efforts should be promoted. First, the ROK Navy
steps up efforts in order to share with the Task Group's vision and strategy.
The Navy should also provide the size and structure as well as the missions
and roles of the Task Group to react to new maritime security environment,
Second, the Navy analyse the MTF’s ability and what is required and necessary
to perform its duty, After that, it must set out the direction of the Task
Group's force development, Third, the current missions and roles of the MTF

should be re-established to respond various threats. Finally, accommodating of

* Senior Research Fellow of the Korea Institute for Maritime Strategy, Visiting Professor of
Chungnam National University,
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new technology to the MTF should intensify its strengths,

The ROK Navy has a mixed force structure consisting of three fixed- base
fleets and a MTF. The fixed base fleet has a passive force to defend and
protect its own sea areas, but the MTF should actively not only counter North
Korea's threats, including ballistic missiles, but also fight potential threats and
takes international missions as a primary task force. However, the MTF has a
limited capability to accomplish given missions and long-range operations, and

thus, the ROK Navy is strongly required to construct the Task Group.

Key Words : Maritime Task Flotilla, Task Group, NCW, Ballistic Missile,
Nuclear Weapon,
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