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Abstract : This study attempted to analyze the relationship between school life satisfaction and acculturation of
elementary students of north Korean refugees in Daegu and Gyeongbuk region. The socio—demographic characteristics
of elementary students in Daegu and Gyeongbuk were different from in capital territory or other parts of Korea.
The acculturation of students living in Daegu and Gyeongbuk was distinctive. The proportion of assimilation was
slightly higher than that of integration. However, 42 percent of students belonging to separation and marginalization
passively accepted south Korean culture, so that they would have a difficult time in adjusting to new culture.
Students getting older and being used to school life strongly inclined to accept south Korean culture; while,
students born in north Korea tended to resist acceptance of south Korean culture. Most students were satisfied
with school life. The satisfaction level was high in the relationship with teachers and school environment; while,
the satisfaction level in learning activity was relatively low. In the relationship between school satisfaction and
types of acculturation, students actively accepting new culture were relatively highly satisfied with their school life.
A standardized short—term education oriented program for north Korean adolescents refugees living in south Korea
should be shifted into the long—term support policy reflected in class and attribute in terms of acculturation.

Key Words : north Korean elementary students refugees living in south Korea, acculturation, school life satisfaction,

Daegu and Gyeongbuk region
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