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Abstract : Environmental degradation and economic bipolarization have become major issues as the aftermath of
the globalizing capitalism. Commons have received attention as an alternative to capitalistic use of resources. The
most representative is the neo—institutionalist approach where Elinor Ostrom's study summarizes fundamental
principles of common resource management. Maria Mies also insists that co-relationship in a community is the
most essential to manage common resource successful. In a similar vein, this study attempts to prove that common
resource management can create solutions to socioeconomic problems and ways to prevent resource scarcities in
the future. Jeju—Haenyeo community is chosen as a successful case to be examined based on the fundamental
principles of commons and community. Qualitative surveys have preceded for Jeju—Haenyeo to elaborate and
extend the aspects of common resource use and management. This study can bring a positive influence on
understanding the Jeju—Haenyeo community and other common resources management institutions.
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