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The process of modernization of Geomundo during Japanese colonial period :
focused on social structure
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Abstract : This paper analyzed the process of modernization in terms of the social structure in Geomundo. Before
modernization, social structure in Geomundo was traditional society by a village unit. A village had community
rituals and organization. There were independent parallel spatial structure among villages. In the early Japanese
colonial period, ‘forced modernization’ had been occurred by Japanese immigrants settling in a separate living
space. The modernization was transplanted in a new established village and diffused into other villages. In the
process of forced modernization, the connection among villages was reinforced, as the result of that modern social
organization was emerged, and the characteristics of community rituals had been changed. During modernization
indigenization period, advanced fishery technology and distribution system occurred capitalist production system
helping to place modern norms in the general daily life. In the late Japanese colonial period, aided organizations
from local government and informal organizations reversed the trend of modernization through helping colonial
exploitation policy. The spatial structure in Geomundo had become to hierarchical structure with intensified
connectivity as the result of extensive spread of community territory. Modernization in Japanese colonial period
was ‘forced modernization’ and could not re-established the community spirits. The community spirit has been
broken up by dissolving the existing self regulating and self motivated organization.

Key Words : modernization, indigenization, the change of social structure, Japanese colonial period, Geomun—do

in Jeonnam Province
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