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New Regional Geography in Korea:
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Abstract : This paper is to consider trends and issues of regional research in major sub—fields of human geography
in Korea, following the previous one which dealt with contexts and general trends of new regional geography in
Korea since the 2000s. They include historical and cultural geography on place and landscape, economic geography
on industrial districts or agglomerated regions (i.e. clusters) and urban (and social) geography on urban networks
and differentiation. Even though researchers in sub—fields have used different terms and concepts to identify region,
they are in common to relate specificities of region to general processes such as (de)modernization, (de)industriali—
zation, and globalization, to understand region as social and discursive constitution as well as substantive reality,
and to give more attention to socio—spatial networks and relationality than territoriality of regions. These common
points seem to reflect the emerging trend of new regional geography, and to get rid of existing traditional concept
of region. It is suggested that major tasks for conceptualization of region in future research are to overcome
dichotomy of speciality and generality, of substantive reality and discursive constitution, and of territoriality and
relationality, and that important issues for empirical research on region include regional synthesis from new
perspectives, uneven regional development as relational process in and between regions, and producing practice for
alternative regions

Key Words : new regional geography, regional research, speciality/generality of region, substance/constition, territoriality

and relationality.
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