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Abstract

Directions of ROK Navy’s Future Developments in
Responding to Asymmetric Threats posed by
North Korea

Boo Hyeong-wook*

As North Korea's asymmetric threats are growing, there have been numerous
discussions to find out effective counter-measures and many official plans and
procurements efforts have been established. However, discussions on ROK
Navy’s roles in countering North Korea's asymmetric threats have been taken
place very limitedly. Decision makers and military planners put enormous efforts
in getting counter-measures, however, most of the options on the table are
systems of Army and Air Force. This is true if one looks at components of
Kill-Chain, KAMD, and KMPR,

With worsening security environment of the Korean peninsula, it has been
said by many commentators that ROK Navy needs to consider expanding its
roles in countering against North Korea's asymmetric military threats, They asked
ROK Navy to go beyond the mind-set that has confined Navy's roles in
deterring North Korean naval threats, That is, ROK Navy should fight ‘from the
sea’ as well as fight ‘on the sea.” If ROK Navy begins to think about fight
‘from the sea,” there would be many possibilities for the Navy to be a part of
countering North Korea's asymmetric military threats,

In order to pursue proactive roles in countering North Korea's asymmetric
threat, ROK Navy needs to consider various options, Massive missile forces,
nuclear-propelled submarines, naval special forces may be some of them. With

those measures, ROK Navy would launch massive and decisive attacks from the

* Chief of Defense Strategy Research Division in Korea Institute for Defense Analyses(KIDA).



sea without risking survivability of our forces, Considering North Korean Navy's
weakness, it is very probable that sea would be safer place than ground or
sky. Expanding ROK Navy's roles and being a proactive deterrent forces against
North Korean asymmetric threats would provide very reliable counter-measures to
South Korean military. Thus, military planners should think how to take the best
advantage of expanded ROK Navy’s roles and capabilities against North Korean

asymmetric threats,

Key Word : North Korea, Asymmetric Threats, WMD Threats, ROK Navy,
ROKN Deterent Strategy
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