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Abstract

East Asian Maritime Security:
Naval Power vs. Normative Power

Koo Min-Gyo*

The security environment surrounding the East Asian seas is rapidly changing
due to the naval arms race among coastal states, The arms race is likely to
worsen the security dilemma of the countries involved, thus increasing the
chances for armed conflicts. It is too early to tell how the contemporary naval
arms race in the region will evolve, But, for sure, the level of uncertainty is
increasingly becoming high and intense. At the same time, there is emerging a
legal warfare or lawfare among the rival countries. In particular, the United
States and China have been involved in a serious debate about the nature and
scope of the right of innocent passage and freedom of navigation in other
countries’ maritime zones, In collaboration with its regional allies, the United
States has also put normative pressures on China with its excessive claims in
the South China Sea. The latest arbitral tribunal case between the Philippines
and China illustrates the point. With both arms race and normative competition
in play, the future of East Asian maritime security will remain very complex

and uncertain,

Key Words: United States, China, Naval Arms Race, United Nations

Convention on The Law of The Sea, Lawfare
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