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Objective: This two-wave study examined stability in kindergarteners’ friendship patterns over 5
months.

Methods: Participants were 501 five-year-old children (262 girls and 239 boys) attending
kindergartens in Seoul, Incheon, and Kyounggi provinces in Korea. Each child nominated three
individuals as his/her friends in July, and again in December of 2013. Depending on the presence/
absence of friendships and the mutuality of identifying friends, the children’s friendship patterns
were categorized into five groups: stable, fluid, loss, gain, and friendless. The data were analyzed
by descriptive statistics, and chi-square tests.

Results: Results revealed stability, as well as changes in friendship patterns, among
kindergarteners over the 5-month period. The stable friendships, those that maintained the same
friend(s) in both waves, was 43.7%, the fluid friendships, those that changed friends over the 5
month period was 18%, the gain friendships, those who had newly developed friends in wave 2
was 17%, and the loss friendships, those who had friends at wave 1 but lost friends at wave 2, was
9.8%. The friendless, those that had no friends in both waves, was 11.5%.

Conclusion: Results showed that kindergarteners were capable of maintaining and making new
friends over a 5-month period.

Keywords: Friendship of kindergarteners, Friendship stability patterns, Short-term longitudinal
studyworks
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Table 1
Profile of Friendship Patterns over Time 1 and Time 2
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Friendship patterns

Criteria of friendship stability and change

Same-stable friendships
Different-stable friendships
Friendship gain

Friendship loss
Chronically friendless

Children maintained at least one mutual friend in Time 1 and Time 2 with the same peer
Children had at least one mutual friend in Time 1 and 2 with different peers
Children did not have any mutual friend in Time 1 but had at least one in Time 2

Children had at least one mutual friend in Time 1 but none in Time 2
Children had no mutual friend in Time 1 and Time 2

= 27 Lo FEA Ak (loss group)’, Aol XAt
7 I 571 ol F ol At o AT R Bt ek
(chronically friendless group)’ .2 .

o7k A e 1 Fol A 4 AWE AT o) of]
U Ahe ST A7 gue e o

£ AT AL foprk 2
W8 % olafshoAl2) ok &

st el A
opRA} §79

A WAl

A|geies
]_

G
!

2329 5 A frof 55L& A0 o
dsto] 3] ol st fstol e BV ek 19
ROl ASst L thR 2] Folrt ofele glo] W7E AW
shsiet.

Koz AN 5718 B BAL A 915}
of §XI o] A °Jo+ ol

Aol 4 & sFe] AYe
astaict.

13} 2AHE 20134 79 Fo] S47HE Ao 4ng
2215t} 22F ZAR= 201346 129 S2400] AlA —S}ﬁgtt] 1
A 24} ALY A0 R Qo] FolstA]
ol B0 o §E FH UL E|23 1493} 1
T B 242 AASHH) 5 © fol 29
o gjato g A kAT

B o)A 4275 2k SPSS 20.0 (IBM Co., Armonk,
NY) T2 ARg-te] olet ofobo] thal 22k A7

o b, EXRUAL NESL WELS AEFGh DA

3 5l kg ol lm ol R8-S AHE ST Ao uheh

AR 9l5te] X' HF

B AR Mg, 913, 710 S8 70 §X el A
187) B3-S 919 sk B SA) Mol Y F9 frofE o
Iz

f

l\)
mlo

o
>
>
2&
2
)

o7z
1. gole} oote} 27 4
3k W78 394 A s
ofe] i Tl 29} ek, AT
A EH, ol 12} A7)0 X7} gl BlE-0] 33.1%
P B9, olobe 179] A7) Q= Hl&o] 35.9%= 7
rorck. 22} A7)l ol 217} 1821 97} 31.4%2
BEQETL, ojoh= 173 277} Qs vl T} 27 A7) gl
0] 32.1% = £ 544 Wk},
1] $2090 7] 13 AR ol B 120
1.2, o] 1.2)5 252kl A|skiaL, 570 91 1299 22 =
Aol A B 140 14, ©f 15) ATE A H3Ac) 3
7t A3 HEA Ansk g OOH i Z7tskn

7h gl ok Sobt B4R Y
7} oRh 27k Aol At

Aol af2 A7 0] Aol S x* A% Ak, Time 1 (X*=
5.72, 192} Time 2 (X’ = 4.15, 1) A|7] 5 A= A H o7
FoJ5hA] 23ttt o]+= Time 134 Time 2 A]7] R4 gole} of

ob GABH AT 2o Ko7} ghe-S Sfulsheint.

£ Aol Fotol
3, Srol7k Mk A 4

o

4
N

o
]

N
oZia

]_

H]

o o

il

PN
+H AN

2. W73 B 3 0 4

2 Ao A= 2 EA o] mishaE E R 2o 420 2fo] 7t
%% | A E IR} AT 2Pt 2 5
A o] 3}t fFof| mE Xt =0 Rt W 9 w39
XPL Table 3] A|A|5}5L
WA 5Ygh XJ?LX)@ Aok 1, 22F A|7] 2% 273} 7



77 Stability in Friendship Patterns Among Kindergarteners KJ CS

TUAS G BT 242 402%, 397% 7VE Wk, AT ALHAH WAL 224 A71o] FF 15 AL, AR
ehge® 1 Al 193 ATRAS WAE AL AHA AL 13 710 Bt 149e) AE AIsich
32.0%, 224 A7)0l 3t AT EAS WA 97 33.5%

AE 94 il
Kls & A2 12kef 23] ot 2.0, 21784 2 & AFolA = ot M AF-E 39
T7F AU, WARE WAL L Hat 1479 IS A o AAE 5 %

Table 2
The Number and Means of Friends in Time 1 and Time 2 by Sex (N =501)
Boys Girls Total
(n =239) (n=262) (N =501)
Time No. of friends 7 (%) 7 (%) 7 (%)
Time 1
One 70 (29.3) 94 (35.9) 164 (32.7)
Two 54 (22.6) 69 (26.3) 123 (24.6)
Three 36 (15.1) 34 (13.0) 70 (14.0)
No friends 79 (33.1) 65 (24.8) 144 (28.7)
M (SD) 12 (1.0) 1.2 (1.0) 1.2 (1.0)
Time 2
One 75 (31.4) 84 (32.1) 159 (31.7)
Two 66 (27.6) 84 (32.1) 150 (29.9)
Three 37 (15.5) 46 (17.6) 83 (16.6)
No friends 61 (25.5) 48 (18.3) 109 (21.8)
M (SD) 1.4 (1.0) 1.5 (1.0) 1.4 (1.0)
Table 3
The Number and Means of Friends in Time 1 and Time 2 by Friendship Groups IV =501)
Same-stable friendships Différcnt— . Frienc.lship Friendship Ch'ronically
(n=219) stable friendships gain loss friendless
(n=90) (n=85) (n =49) (n=58)
Time No. of friends 7 (%) 7 (%) 7 (%) 7 (%) 7 (%)
Time 1
One 70 (32.0) 63 (70.0) - 32 (65.3) -
Two 88 (40.2) 21 (23.3) - 14 (28.6) -
Three 61 (279 6 (6.7) - 3 (6.1) -
M (SD) 20 (.8 1.4 (.6 - 1.4 (.6 -
Time 2
One 59 (26.9) 54 (60.0) 48 (56.5) - -
Two 87 (39.7) 32 (35.6) 31 (36.5) - -
Three 73 (33.3) 4 (44 6 (7.1) - -
M (SD) 2.1 (.8) 1.4 (.6 1.5 (7) - -
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Table 4
The Number of Children in Five Friendship Groups over Five Months (V=501)
Boys Girls Total
Groups 7 (%) n (%) n (%)
Same-stable friendships 93 (39.0) 126 (48.1) 219 (43.7)
Different-stable friendships 42 (17.6) 48 (18.3) 90 (18.0)
Friendship gain 44 (18.3) 41 (15.6) 85 (17.0)
Friendship loss 25 (10.5) 24 (9.2) 49 (9.8)
Chronically friendless 35 (14.6) 23 (8.8) 58 (11.5)
Total 239 (100) 262 (100) 501 (100)
Table 5
Sex Difference in Friendship Stability over Five Months (V = 443)
Boys Girls Total
Groups n (%) n (%) n (%)
Friendship stability 93 (45.6) 126 (54.4) 219 (49.8)
Friendship unstability 111 (54.4) 113 (46.6) 224 (50.2)
Total 204 (100) 239 (100) 443 (100)
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