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Objective: The purpose of this study was to confirm if there are gender differences in influences of
parental support, control, and school life adjustment on suicidal ideation of adolescents and to
examine the mediating effect of depression on the influences of independent variables on their
suicidal ideation.

Methods: This study comprised a total of 671 students in seventh and eighth grades in Seoul and
Gyeonggi-do. The data were analyzed for frequency, average, and standard deviation, using the
t-test, Pearson’s correlation analysis, stepwise regression analysis, hierarchical multiple
regression analysis, and the Sobel test.

Results and Conclusion: First, significant differences among adolescents’ gender were shown in
fathers’ psychological control, mothers’ behavior control, and suicidal ideation. Second, in the
case of male adolescents, all independent variables were found to have a full mediating effect on
their suicidal ideation. Meanwhile, in the case of female adolescents, independent variables
except for mothers’ psychological control were found to have a full mediating effect on their
suicidal ideation. Mothers’ psychological control was found to have a partial mediating effect on
suicidal ideation of adolescents for both genders.

Keywords: Suicidal ideation in adolescents, Parental support and control, School life adjustment,
Depression
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Table 1
Differences in Parental Support and Control, School Life Adjustment, Depression, and Suicidal Ideation by Gender (N =671)
Male (n = 357) Female (n = 314)
Variables M (SD) M (SD) ¢
Father’s support & control Support 29.30 (6.33) 29.74 (6.31) -.90
Behavior control 13.64 (3.30) 13.93 (3.24) -1.13
Psychological control 17.07 (4.61) 16.17 (4.75) 2.48*
Mother’s support & control ~ Support 31.35 (5.91) 31.75 (5.58) -.90
Behavior control 15.65 (3.20) 16.55 (2.84) -3.88%**
Psychological control 17.06 (5.06) 17.01 (4.79) .15
School life adjustment 79.92 (17.45) 79.93 (14.81) -.86
Depression 41.29 (8.00) 42.42 (7.61) -.01
Suicidal ideation 48.99 (28.47) 56.57 (30.45) -3.32%*

*p<.05 Fp<.0l. "™ p<.001.
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Mediating Effects of Depression Concerning the Parental Support and Control and School Life Adjustment on

Suicidal Ideation of Male Adolescents (N =357)
1 Step 2 Step 3 Step
Independent Independent Independent, Mediator
—Mediator —Dependent —Dependent
Variables B R F B R F B R F
Father’s Support -297 .08 32.41%* -21% .05 16.61%* -.03 39 113.34%
support 617
& Behavior - 15%* .02 8.38** - 12 .01 5.16* -.03 .39 113.14***
control control 62
Psychological .23*** .05 19.21%* 2% .01 4.77* -.03 40 113.19%
control .63
Mother’s Support =300 .09 34.12%% =17 .03 10.03** .01 39 113.03%
support 63
& Behavior =227 .05 17.32%** - 12* .01 5.02* .02 .39 112.97%%
control control 63
Psychological .25*** .06 23.03%** 5% .02 8.53** .00 .39 112.84**
control 627K
School life -50% 25 119.66%** =290 .09 33.49%* -.03 39 113.08%*
. 64***
adjustment :

*p<.05. p<.0l.**p<.001.
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Mediating Effects of Depression Concerning the Parental Support and Control and School Life Adjustment on

Suicidal Ideation of Female Adolescents (N =314)
1 Step 2 Step 3 Step
Independent Independent Independent, Mediator
—Mediator —Dependent —Dependent
Variables B R F B Vg F B R F
Father’s Support =350 12 42.80*** -28%* .08 27.38* -.09 .36 88.02***
Support .57***
& Behavior =31 .10 34.01%* S27 .07 23.87%* -.09 .36 88.13***
control control ST
Psychological ~ .33*** .11 38.74%* 200 .05 13.44* .01 .36 85.47%**
control 595
Mothers  Support -347 11 40.17*** -24% .06 18.79*** -.04 .36 86.05***
support 58%F*
& Behavior - 347 11 39.80*** S217 .05 13.84*** -.01 .36 85.47***
control control L59%H%
Psychological ~ .34*** .12 41.70%* 297 .08 28.64** .10% .36 88.59%
COIlthl 56***
School life -36%* 13 45.03*** -S54 29 129.48% -.05 .36 86.02***
adjustment g7
< 05. *p < 001.
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