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A Qualitative Study on Children’s Experiences of Parental Divorce and Adaptation to
Single-Father Families
Gihwa Kim'- Sungeun Yang®

"Inha Child Development Center, "Department of Child Studies, Inha University, Incheon, Korea

Abstract

This study explored the processes of parental divorce and adaptation in single-parent families as well as
examined how the experience of living in family welfare facilities influences the adaptation process of such
families. The research question to achieve the study objective was, "What is the adaption process for a single-
father family, and what influence does living in a single-father family welfare facility have on that process?"
Data collection was conducted between June 2013 and April 2014 that included an in-depth interview process
and continuous participatory observations on 14 children residing in the facility. The study results were as
follows. The theme in a two-parent family period was ‘changes in reduction of family: serious conflicts between
parents. Children directly witnessed intense conflicts between parents and experienced anxiety from situations
that involved verbal and physical violence during the two-parent family period. The experience of children prior
to entering the facility was represented by "loss and confusion experienced." The theme for children of single-
father family in entering a facility was "selecting a realistic alternative.” Children's daily activities consisted of
being with friends of a similar age, which allowed them to play and support each other in building social skills.

The facility departure theme for the children was "hope for a new life."
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Table 1. Characteristics of Participants

No. Participant Brother/sister Period of single-father family Mother
Gender  Age (yr)/grade Age (yr)/grade Facility Single-father Single-father  Period of  Relationship
entrance  family time point  family period facility
(age/grade) (yr; before residence
facility entrance)
1 Male  13/Middle school_1 Younger sister (9/Elementary_3) Entrance 6 3 2yr9mo  Disconnected
2 Male  16/High school_1 Older sister (19) Not 13/Middle school_1 4 8 mo Continued
3 Female 9/Elementary school_3 Older brother (13/Middle school_1)  Entrance 2 3 2yr9mo  Disconnected
4 Male  17[High school_2 Older sister (19/University_1) Entrance 13/Middle school_1 2 2yr2mo  Continued
5 Male  12/Elementary school_6 - - 2 8 5mo Disconnected
6 Male  12/Elementary school_6  Older brother (13/Elementary_6) Entrance 5 3 2yr 7 mo Disconnected
7 Male  12/Elementary school_6  Younger brother (12/Elementary_6)  Entrance 6 3 2yr7 mo Disconnected
8 Male  12/Elementary school_6 - - 6 5 1yr Continued
9 Male  9/Elementary school_3 - - 6 4 2yrémo Disconnected
10 Male  14/Middle school_2 Older sister (17/High school_2) Entrance 7/Elementary_1 6 2yr3mo  Continued
11 Female 17/High school_2 Younger brother (14/Middle school_2) Entrance 10/Elementary_4 5 2yr3mo  Continued
12 Male  11/Elementary school_5  Younger sister (10/Elementary_4) Not 7/Elementary_1 4 5mo Continued
Younger brother (7/Elementary_1)

13 Female 9/Elementary school_3 Older brother (10/Elementary_4) Entrance 1 8 2yr8mo Disconnected
14 Female 10/Elementary school_4  Younger sister (9/Elementary_3) Entrance 2 8 2yr8mo  Disconnected
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Table 2. Children's Adaptation Process to Single-Father Families
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Time Theme

Sub-theme

Two-parent family

Single-father family 2. Experience of loss and confusion

3. Selecting a realistic alternative

4. Hope for a new life

1. Changes in reduction of family: serious conflicts between parents

Parents' conflicts that did not receive consideration
1) Life that differs from others: absence of mother's care
2) Loss of stable daily life
3) Acting as an adult: new responsibility and duties
1) Ambivalent state of mind about entering a facility
2) Adaptation to communal living
- Stable daily life
- Forming of intimate peer relationships
3) Continued psycho-emotional problems

Determination and hope for a better life

A 1At
AT AR A o] Agol g AAA v of
S57] 915 RIS A1k TS VLS RSk 5
IS ESSSATL W Sl AEAY S FA

ol 21 e

o S
Hgick, w7} oL AeEk el gl olfek A7t 71
A WiskE Wl B sl ofsiAI 2ol Bn
Slet, ShAuE L Q1] Fofat RApE ApdE e fe)
ol & Hpgollr] BmEie 2 olfut o) & 5 24 4kl W
S]] B3 S 4] #AA O et

FRILZES A7]o] gk

ol Tl A] Huis Al WS Ajol] Tt HieLt A 2o
SAH PHOR WES 2SI Foha EE YA
Sl & Qo] FHolgh FAE AEL Fre| ZEo|
A lofa, AAA Eefahwe B AoR Sejyr}, Hmel
AR 252 ol3 AR AR A Ee] AAabetol R
Q1 JRFE mIX/|E ), B QoA S wAw A ope 4
9] 0 452 AP S APA F4L weklon], o
7R A 7jol] AR g A2t 408 Segr)

7
Aol % mhAICHE A S A9 Fae] Soiztol
2, 1) WA ok, Hws] 5o AzRed) @ el nlu st
el A9, 1e|a W
oo} el s, S skel o} W] 2kl
7} B8] 31 17 7ol oA 1A 7)olo] L,

www.fer.or.kr

vk, ofl T o] Agkow sh= 4zfo] 3I71 Yt 85
glola. 1Rl Agzto) glojflola, ojfi=r) Hsfa. ohA] whiw
T A2 7] oA (#2)
“So) A AlA oF ulole Ry wle ujl ohmlr| SLRA af
‘dxlb 2selole}, T o] ARz A it A 2ot (#4)
FE 7L A] SR 710 2 Al w0l 4] AP S o
TEER TR % R 73—5 Lol A - HRLHEE A7ES
Byon], BRyE A R 2lnt e 7PgEsh ohAl Fal
A7) oro. mo] As o 1/]'0]— ‘iiﬁh A EL Byt A4

mLﬂ

2. BADIE K7} = MM} B

OlE B HAMHE BE AUE W WekS 27 whizd) A
28 7}EuE Asta vale o] Agaliof st 714
i Q8] A7 AR So] Z M 2 wlsks vistE 7k
it IRk AR oS A 0. Uekiith, 1 At 2

A7) AP S sk

p

N
)
AN
r <|
)
10
S~
[o]
o
fr
i3
oZ
Hor
rr
1S
|
il
=2

& FEtaRal PE L Fglon], Ao HAE vt
B S el w i A0R YAt 2 elte] Folgl Fxt
= gHoll AskA = 3le

715 AR EL B o] E o) Beryal
H, QP ACl QAP fAo] SARE U
A1) 9] o} ol 5 Apale] wske ke BT Ay
o] ﬁHﬁﬁF’ e RS, A1 Sl ] o] E4)

of) T1X]4) gkl glglond, ake] Al 2
# o %@%s 31 A4 AL ulstan gl B4, i ol
ol elgk FAES S HARAR Qg Held A
gk ofet Fepaldl AAA B0 u

Vol.54, No.1, February 2016: 83-95 | 87



fer Family and Environment Research

Sel A0 WA,

1) Bk} ohe W 4 A 5

SAZNEGA o) AES AH1e] dollA] FetsiA EA)
kel 2k Zksle] St wARAe] Aie] s =
WA QRSO RO| WSS U7ek Hik Fme] olEom
Shm o] ] Apii 2175} AHle] A7) cherka Azt
ShaL &%, AEA, Felg, g thet 2eke LA @
o, Holx A S Rl ofE olF WAl Fegle] g
Aok 2pale HlastA oo BAS Bilskal £, -8

@ APYE LAY A0R Sefuh AhiSo) et A4S

TEShE 7S ofHu ] EA) o= ofmiuy e} A A KA
HES WL Qs A-E2 AAAR ake frAlekaL qlokal we
o] F2 5] o] ek, vhd oyt gle Al el =
3] Qlofof sh= F-ast F3lQl7 P HEE Jlvar )14)stkar, 2
S AAAS wAE Zlos vkt

‘o o] ozt uj, Zre)ar ] A s 7R 71 o o)
Qb= 7 B R fla thE 7RSS o A Akl (#4)
2) AR QA A

AR AP ES Fa) ol &shA] ofal oyt Qlelct
W AR 4 Qg A o)L kst b Alolekal 7hgstal
A o, FApLo o] HFE o] ¢ QRIS Al7|He; 4
o] E AL FEoIH Bl BRI, YRR A5
o deopsixl ol AshAl HHA AUE e ERk
& WAL e Fae) of o FAEAP|AL IS, ok X}
HEe A9 gtollA] ofd Fito] of WA Eskal o] 9]l
A A Ao 3] ol RARE GRETIS A= ij_OB‘i

ApEo R ek ol mHsiAe) efaL “‘ﬂﬁl T A

|o
o L
T

Kl
b
ox 32

{124

=
T

191c}, AP So)lA] Fio] o] EAL: elikel] oby 7l sy
HHL 27| ks SAARIOR A0 he
71O m 2Bkl 219l

“eutet 4wl Wol e, ok WA, okt i A

o3
o

Q‘L
fr
ol
fo
o

“O}HHM =7 e® Aol Qlofok szt sAgskant 9l
oYt RlER" #14)

OFES7] A& FILo] o] o] % AHIEE 4fo] oA &

AsHA vH=AIE AIA 0w Flsskal 9
SRR W= AARZA|RF 7PAR SRl o] Kt

88 | Vol.54, No.1, February 2016: 83-95

=

£

NI
4 1
o

{

=

)
Tlo
e
"

N
N
o2
10
o
)

g

-

i
=)
in
j}"v
of
RN
N

o
2 O ox 2

o

. 12

2

<
i

o

o
Ir

)

q Mo
o o

oM i
Y

>,
n
jaal

5%

(o]
Irt
rlo

==
J_4

u
o
N

}—J_@

fto
9]
rir

%
i)
T

do ¢
-
o o

o

-

|

a4l 015 P EM
7FHolola, T1EA] Al
1 ] oo of FLRE A Jﬂd 7]
T 53 Y uf ujeh o] HHa ” (#11)

EEER

3

Rl

S0 A S THAlefahe el o
& BATERA o)F 71 Bl
FoletiL mzaigl),

ol X7} Al7| A%, ohul |7} & 1}
| HERE ol X7} SFALL R A
7} ol s, WHzke: ofuf 2|7} J%?LME HrEAE W) 714
A} @41, G 84 e iz,
& A7) AZem FAel.” ()

“@‘t%l% ?i A7E Azt Eal efsial A7 AL o] 7

o 2 L
N

e rl
Kl

A=)

AL AL e

u°1'

m%A X}le
Helst el sl ohﬂw

A A Ao AAlE
°15}1 0101 2] 9lAke

& ool A4

HEo| 35208 Bt oy
= A AL Sl AEES FY
B ARISEAL I skl
of shlofut k9] Zhe- Akl
PaellA skl el dagt 5
thal w7]al glglon Rus ol

TR Qs elnkel 4w wa
Aol e, A7} s Thia A 4
HUE ARl o wuzk 1A 1wl A
Ikt S oA chid] Wi 7}
20), ool F ok uji= 714
skl than A9k ok =,

=

SRS Faja) 18] A7)

N

3) AldE 4-31: 2 Yy} o7

7}EL R HS) oA SRS 2458 oFR A T i)
Hofukzr], B lo] Fofat 1

B2 ofriue] SR Qls) WA ojage] thrikg A

&131 9Jolth shEm IR o w0l Ay}l sAwste Sl

A71E Bifiok Shz Ap el Rlole St

off Hollzz Z-gIT ek, & 1ol Hofet HAIE: A

&
S

[

=

j= ] =

> 6P, W, s} e el st o
I =

S =

Il

A=

ol
2
2
-0,

iy

>

rl

e
o
)

A AU AR -8 A Feotel

WAL Ao R w2
efabd eigre sl =

www.fer.or.kr



= A2 FHsHA] SstaL %ﬁ%t] o
ARG o] EolEA] S 1
2 opH A oA ofekE WAL dae] B ke 5] ffsl vt
A58 1AL g srefatar Qldct.
U sk ohy =
ﬁhﬁww“mdﬂggﬂww%wﬂ%a%w@
E3h PH—*OM S

2 ‘?i?“)ﬂ Fold Apd & 1’415 = OPX‘Oﬂ ‘”01%71 ALk TH]
= A7) S e A WIStEA RS ohH A AR
A &5 FollM AR sl 7aL Aslek, ARFoAl dAFE o

AP BRI W) oK B AU AAAIERS HRHOR §
o G ek g AgE et AV e

d %] 0|50l 4|t 99l
R
]

U7k A A g et B3

Plol U7t 37
7] YEL7L o ok 7fg) 2
ofubA] SRR, A|7Fe A ot (#4)

) E4 <lofufof ¥2, opukz uakA 12|31 s 4] K
el k. o1/) 7] b 4 2 74 ﬂora 253}
UL ARl Bt
Aol B 1 A k. A7t A 3 ‘21‘2101&.” #10)

OPAES A 5ol We] A el ss st
I

1L Wi7pR =

oLt cpge] XPHsOl A
4§01 B FEDE WIS, AL 2ol

O 2 RE Hloju S 4 7HH/\]7]J_X]— o]—‘_

(ot
1‘>’ 3 o) m

on] QYA Yo 0|1 4

o
of gt e A 28 A] %?‘Zlﬂk

www.fer.or.kr

Family and Environment Research fer

1) Qo] e PrHa 44
Fola} A Eo] ohul R EE AMLo] B oloplE &

2 v 7P ARG B ol A Bhae} e ATS
WUk Blolglet, FATe] Wshich AMYAR St
o 9

J

=
alsta A2 UTES AFlofol shs Auh e stust

Y Tela B bR Ak ok B, TSR Qlaoba,
AIS slo} ST (#2)

gl ohbz} of7] B u) 2] ol e A7) 2

3 15 QLo A" (#7)

3, Sl $7J0] Zgslofakis FEHE ol2lolw 4|4 it
AL QIAOR Qg AT SR et Aol
3 $ej37] ujolc,
glol s, Hgol e
F.7 (1)

A SO AL AL Sl el Zgafob
She R AR e A0 R Nk 2lo] ok giet,
TIRolE Bt AP E thie] AMYAS FA] weshAL
ok BgelA] ofuAjte] o]

RS o) FAIE O g o FHEIL ofehe HAkEe
e A3 919l] uhizolt, okt 4

Ao] ol Ao AAA S0 8
q

=]
= =4
AT AAEE A4 A AT S Gglek Hhige] A
H9)do] B A9 ol AR BAL AkEniet 2
o ofehgol s AeRs 7o Sely,

A8 oz 31 4 A o7k, ol714] ShH £ % molA]
3 ol ThA] UZhAaL 7]l ek skt gol g, el 44
o yo| Agkeli, Haol Aake] ofdl o715 wol Hola,
“dlo] ghe} A goll 2ok uhi= okt Azte] gl ol 4] 3
% 3} & Azto] Sepxich WUt AAo] sjefel e, e 1
o Aol #2)

2) TEA gl A

® oa_:.Low BANE g o] Al A of g 2S5t
A|dASro] 2hg 5] Ao o RS-
A RQICH Ao A28 B0 A-gshH A /l]—
4715 sHAINE HOA A QFofA] o] fojx]= A

Vol.54, No.1, February 2016: 83-95 | 89



™
N
B
02
0z
rio

—=

er Family and Environment Research

AP 5o] Z1EHA A Aol e Firks AE Wl 4
ah7o] 830k shz AL BEo| AATHE Faalok 2

Hoto] H 4= Qi) AlAF o2 s

i
iC)
2

e A
FAT0] ol Altel Ak Uolzy] ufie] 2 %
of -2 G, SHAINE AEETRS: vlfLolof S 1
S Aol ofeleo R AgEgleh AUYL
BA] glo] AEA WA HAEE Apd 5L
Ayl FHFE 713 Qlgick, shAk Hergat Ak
7 B} MEAA QolA] o] Fol At FA el ek
29l QAT FKJo] o] Hat Ggic

“o/|(N4) £7] Fo] F, nhETIR T 4 ol Aol
Holl Atk U ol & 4 9, of/lelAl: 94 How A
sk Sol 7ok H=e] WA= 1041744 ok Haia

Ao S Sl ] A S ey o]
g 7HEerg e AUSe] 4k WakAY] 3
o, FAEEGA o) A4 A

i} OMX]QH 23 % % 245 Z0l4 A

_,d
[‘[1‘

10
=
N
10 2o FJ.L,

HI[‘E oZ:
> o
o rr mx 1o HN rlu o HTone

o:
il

it}
flo

o
o

¢

N
Ny
20
i
Fl[‘

re
of
oOlu
o
=)
0
pac
333

2
}df' J%
3
[

ﬂl‘lﬂ M 2
lo

r
>
hialsy
=
e
2
o
r&"
;&
2
N
=)
?ﬁ
1o
-
i)
)
rio
L
nx
oZ

.

Y
)
olo
_O|L
=

iy

L 20 N 2%

%
e
i/
i

22
o

o Qg grozel sl ool

&
20

Kl
91

>

HENERUEE *WOM el E AEEAE —sH
tl ‘Xﬂi w47} b gk

] ﬂoj-acawu} RER:

br
&
N
=
i%‘
F[ r

i X
2 o
Kl
>
m
i)
s
&n

_FEHHIE

o [:15
2L

s

>

~

-

o
-z
=
_\‘1_
BN
L

2
g O{N
e
N
o
Fl:I
r&
I
ﬂi
s
»
O

o T
;Zi‘

2 Ao
ji
%-ﬁ

Ssich, S AR 4B
5] Bl A= QREAIRE Ao <)

Mu}au SIS, AL A

]u

AL S o} A L AR, et o] A o
AL e A B A glole, e of Amt A}
7] gote, FEsPE 2 Aok, A4l ohx] AR A w

[‘.l>"

90 | Vol.54, No.1, February 2016: 83-95

o] Lolxl 7 dota.” (#11)

AR gakdelut AAHg 2o AT 8-S -
7

I
o,

ol
2
B

e
ootz Bl AL i 5ol ﬂxﬂﬂ A8 A7)
AUes AY|2 BErlEo R SEE 4
7 =g Selulg e © 4 Q) Heltt,
okl TR S A5 23 @ 7}@%1%01
182 sl 2

A s}

O
K l
%0,
pac
lo &= *H
>

o
=
Ho
z
U

,ﬂ
o =
2l
2L

;2 e

|

T oz
B

_1
>~ ik

wr Jo

e =2
‘amﬂ
T ®
mﬁ_\ﬂm

) ul-

e
rﬂ
ot &
I
o
NY
Ral
nx
=2
o
B~
g‘ﬁ
N
2

m,
Moy
i)

o

ot

N

Y

ol

r
r 1
N
)
i
w4
o
o

L m {
i)
i
9.
o)
«
=
EE
£
rlr
fo
o
lo
u
L
a,

(

=2
>
>
2
oo
in}
W
rlo
oZ
ml
5
o
o
tu
L 1l 2 2

rO
2
o
Kl
W)
o
del
<t
el
m>~
10
o
A
I
N
o
rlok
o,
H1
>
i
|
1o
ox
m i
¢
ox

L

©
0o

Ll

$0

fr

g

o

il

H

o

Y

>
i
|
©
z
o
L"l
£l
%0,
rr

o
>~
>
)
Mo o
2
el
Ol
ol
8

:
e
'-r N

P—"‘ﬂ] Aol T o5

mﬁ
Il
N
i/

AT A AR A1) Q25 el
AU IKY 2 g2 ool ol Sl £ Aol et 3

A7} obA| 5 dhbo] AlZulol KRS wek ohe ulg
15 o] AN Ak AT Foke 497) Be, A
S APHEAR AT A werd Ao Sejy 4}
G5 AAe] FEAGS ol 85l HuA ATs B A 3
i} offeh kNS dof sk 4

FILE T o]

Figure 1. Living space interior.
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Figure 2. Communal cafeteria.
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