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Career Exploration in Child and Family Studies: Focus on Curricula and Research Topics
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Abstract

This study analyzes child and family department curricula at domestic universities and research topics in articles
found in related representative domestic journals. Curricula were collected from the web pages of 26 out of 90
departments of 77 universities. Research topics were collected from the Family Environment Research, Journal of
Child Studies, and Journal of Korean Association of Family Relations published from 2000 to February 2015. From
those journals, the number of articles related to child studies were 1,843 and family studies 1,239. Among those
articles, 6,593 keywords related to child studies and 4,748 keywords related with family studies were collected
and analyzed. The results of this study were: first, we found four types of curricula provided by Child and Family
Departments such as Child Studies, Child and Family Studies, Home Economics Education, and Family Welfare.
Second, the identified research topics in child studies were child development, education & childcare, parent
education, counseling & therapy, cross cultural study, instrument development, and policy. Family research topics
were also categorized by individual family members, child rearing & education, family dynamics & problems, families
& culture, work & family, family formation, dissolution & diversity, family practice, family theories & methods, and
midlife & later years. We suggest several future careers in child and family studies based on these findings.
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Table 1. Global Change Drivers

Patterns of change

Description

Demographic shifts

Economic turbulence

Politics gets complex

Business 3.0: an expanding agenda

Science and technology go mainstream

Generational crossroads

Rethinking talent, education, and training

Global expansion of electronic media

A society in transition

Natural resource challenges

= Global population growth

® Increasing life expectancy

® |ncreasing urbanization

= Ageing societies

= More ethnically diverse populations

= |egacy of economic downturn: decade of turbulence

= Closer integration of global economy
= New economic powers emerging

= Redistribution of wealth around the planet

= Rising number of global issues requiring coordinated global solutions: social, environmental, financial, security

® Increasingly complex domestic agendas
= Pressure on public funding

® |ncreasingly global opportunities and competition

= Pressure to address 'triple bottom line" of people, planet, and profits

® Increasing role of networks and partnerships

= Nations competing on innovation

= Major stimulus package investmentsin S &T
= 'Advanced' science increasingly permeating our daily lives
= Technology becoming central to middle class lifestyles

* Increasing lifespans require people to work past retirement age

* Five generations in the workforce for the first time

= Marked differences across generations: needs, expectations, communications styles, technology preferences, values, and world views

= Challenge of managing multi-generational workforces
= Talent gap posed by retirement of Baby Boomers

= Growing talent gap

= Education a critical priority for developing nations

= Rising concerns over educational performance in some countries

= Increasing importance of lifelong learning

= Better understanding of how we learn driving breakthroughs in accelerated learning

= Rapid growth in take up of online learning

= More global users
= More connected

= More devices

= More functionality

= Mobile phone becoming 'remote control for life’
= Entering era of greater responsibility and accountability

= Evolving societal norms and expectations
= Pressure to serve the greater good

= Declining trust in key institutions

= Expectation of high ethical standards

= Growing resource pressures

® Escalating energy demand

® |ncreasing risk and cost of dangerous climate change

= Ecosystems under threat
= Rising long term commodity prices

= Energy and environment as dominant global agenda items

Excerpted from Talwar & Hancock [4].
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Table 2. Distribution of Population and Samples of Child & Family Department
Names

Department name Population Sample
Child Development 19 (21.1) 2(7.7)
Child and Family Studies 8 (8.8) 6(23.1)
Child Welfare 14 (15.5) 2(7.7)
Family Welfare 2(2.2) 2(7.7)
Home Economics 1(1.1) 1(3.8)
Education of Home Economics 14 (15.5) 6(23.1)
Family and Consumer Studies 3(3.3) 1(3.8)
Child and Consumer Studies 2(2.2) 1(3.8)
Others 27 (30.3) 5(19.3)
Total 90 (100.0) 26 (100.0)

Values are presented as 7 (%%).
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Table 3. Analysis of Keywords in Family and Environment Research and Journal of Child Studies

Variable Family and Environment Research Journal of Child Studies Period
Year 2000-2010 2011-2015.2 2000-2010 2011-2015.2 2000-2010 2011-2015.2 2000-2015.2
No. of articles?Jtotal no. of articles ~ 497/1,584 (31.29) 142/296 (48.13)  943/943 (100)  261/261 (100) 1,440 403 1,843
Keyword
Total 1,512 520 3,540 1,021 5,052 1,541 6,593
Child development 506 (33.47) 163 (31.34) 1,329 (37.54) 299 (29.29) 1,835 (36.32) 462(29.98) 2,297 (34.84)
Education & childcare 204 (13.49) 108 (20.77) 973 (27.49) 260 (25.46) 1,177 (23.30) 368 (23.88) 1,545 (23.43)
Parent education 269 (17.79) 69 (13.27) 422 (11.92) 158 (15.48) 691 (13.68) 227 (14.73) 918 (13.92)
Counseling & therapy 135 (8.93) 51(9.80) 240 (6.78) 14 (11.17) 375 (7.42) 165 (10.71) 540 (8.19)
Cross cultural study 31(2.05) 21(4.04) 71 (2.01) 25 (2.45) 102 (2.02) 46 (2.99) 148 (2.25)
Instrument development 14.(93) 14 (2.70) 69 (1.95) 38 (3.72) 83 (1.64) 52(3.37) 135 (2.05)
Policy 33(2.18) 5(.96) 22(.62) 3(29) 55 (1.09) 8(52) 63 (.96)
Others” 320 (21.16) 89 (17.12) 414 (11.69) 124 (12.14) 734 (14.53) 213 (13.82) 947 (14.36)

Values are presented as 77 (%).

INo. of child studies articles with related keywords. YStatistics & research methods, child welfare, research for youths and adults, research for family, etc.
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Table 4. Analysis of Keywords in Family and Environment Research and Journal of Korean Association of Family Relations
Variable Family and Environment Research Journal of K?rean As.sociation of Period
Family Relations

Year 2000-2010 2011-2015.2 2000-2010 2011-2015.2 2000-2010 2011-2015.2 2000-2015.2
No. of family articles”/ 612/1,584 (38.64)  151/296(51.01) 302302 (100) 174/174 (100) 914 325 1239
total no. of journal articles

Keyword
Total 2,387 578 1121 662 3,508 1,240 4,748
Individual family members 536 (22.45) 150 (25.95) 191 (17.04) 99 (14.95) 727 (20.72) 249 (20.08) 976 (20.56)
Child rearing & education 610 (25.56) 134 (23.18) 140 (12.49) 73 (11.03) 750 (21.38) 207 (16.69) 957 (20.16)
Family dynamic & problem 325(13.62) 67 (11.59) 220(19.63) 142 (21.45) 545 (15.54) 209 (16.85) 754 (15.88)
Family & culture 196 (8.21) 56 (9.69) 101 (9.01) 90 (13.60) 297 (8.47) 146 (11.77) 443 (9.33)
Work & family 263 (11.02) 43 (7.44) 85 (7.58) 35(5.29) 348 (9.92) 78 (6.29) 426(897)
Family formation, dissolution, 134 (5.61) 47(8.13) 137 (12.22) 88(13.29) 271 (7.73) 135 (10.89) 406 (8.55)
& diversity
Family practice 160 (6.70) 31(536) 116 (1035) 49 (7.40) 276 (7.87) 80 (6.45) 356 (7.50)
Family theory & method 92 (3.85) 35 (6.06) 67 (5.98) 45 (6.80) 159 (4.53) 80 (6.45) 239 (5.03)
Midlife € later years 71(2.97) 15 (2.60) 64 (5.71) 41(6.19) 135 (3.85) 56 (4.52) 191 (4.02)

Values are presented as n (%).
INumber of family studies articles with related keywords.
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Appendix 1. The Homepage URL of the Subject of Study

st stat EH|0|X] URL
Zeltistn, 720t http://nomecs.kangwon.ac.kr/
deftiste, 7wt http://www.kyungnam.ac.kr/home/sub/01_05_01.asp
A=2oistn, It http://nomeedu.knu.ac.kr/introduction/carrer.html
A3t o= 7t=stnt http://cnfs.khu.ac.kr/index2.asp
nlofete, ols=X[ett hitp:/ /web.kosin.ac.kr/Major/index.php?MajorCode=c02d06
o ==l PSS =Nl http://familywelfare.daegu.ac.kr/
7Sl sty 71=EAH|XfSH http://welloeing.cu.ac.kr/index.php
MRS, OFs 7 &St} http://academy.duksung.ac.kr/hdfs
S0thst, ofs o IEstat http://friend.donga.ac.kr/
So|tfsty, BS - 7rEAESt} http://childfamily.deu.ac.kr/main
HixHCHSt . 7P 0} http://hee.pcu.ac.kr/?VP=content&DB=career&PagelD=677_681
SAMHSH Y, OFs7tE St http://cdfs.pusan.ac.kr/
ANHE, 7IE2X|6H} http://smfamily.smu.ac.kr
MEoistn, Ofs7 &5t} http://childfamily.snu.ac.kr/?page_id=6
22list, O 7152 X|shut http://www.suwon.ac.kr/views/university/college/domestic/1187105_1177.html
SOOXIHSH, 7SI A S St http://family.sookmyung.ac.kr/
AM|chati, ots - 7HEstt hitp://che.yonsel.ac.kr/departments/child/univ.php
SAHSt W, OFs7HE 2 X6t https://child.ulsan.ac.kr/
AYisty, 78ISt http://nomeedu.wku.ac.kr/?page_id=54
QIMTat, AH|X} - OtsStt http://ccs.inu.ac.kr/user/indexMain.do?siteld=ccs
olsicistn, of=sstnt http://child.inha.ac.kr/college/curriculum.aspx
Moisty, Jteusat http://homeedu.jnu.ac.kr/
AIthsty, 7IEE X5} http://portal.changwon.ac.kr/home/childfamily
StEwlthstn, 7Pd nsat http://homedu.knue.ac kr/icons/app/cms/?htmi=/home/int1_3 htmi&shell=/index.shell:57
SHCEIE0l5] 2|0 K= http://www.kcue.or.kr
StUtAEAN Tt 7Skt http://he.knou.ac.kr/courinfo/EHPMajrCourlntr.jsp
St ZHstE 0|5 2z|o| Xt2 http://www.kcou.org/

Appendix 2. Example Curriculum in Department of Child Studies
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Appendix 4. Example Curriculum in Department of Home Economics Education
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Appendix 5. Example Curriculum in Department of Family Welfare
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