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Development and Evaluation of a Literacy Program for Multicultural Family Children

Tae-Yeon Kim' - Hyun-Sim Jung’ - Soon-Hyung Yi’
'Department of Child & Family Studies, The Catholic University of Korea, Bucheon; “Department of Child Development & Education, Myongji University,
Seoul; *Department of Child Development and Family Studies, Research Institute of Human Ecology, Seoul National University, Seoul, Korea

Abstract

This study developed and evaluated a Seoul National University literacy program for multicultural family children
(SNU-LPMFC). The program was developed to enhance Korean language ability for children from multicultural
backgrounds. The characteristics of this program were education using fairy tales and nursery rhymes, individual
education from home visiting teacher, and parent participation education for effective children's learning
support. The effectiveness of this program was examined based on 54 young children and their mothers (34
in the experimental group and 20 in the control group). To examine the effect of SNU-LPMFC, we assessed
children's literacy ability as pre-tests and post-tests as well as interviewed the home visiting teachers. After 8
weeks' field application, the experimental group exhibited higher scores than the control group in total language
ability and phonology. Home visiting teachers highly praised the effectiveness of the program as the children
showed a higher level of interest and attention. SNU-LPMFC was shown to be an effective program to improve
multicultural family children’s literacy. Implications for research and practice were discussed along with the main
results of this study. This study extends the limitations of existing language education programs with uniform
teaching methods, configured a customized education approach for children from multicultural families and
helps develop concrete teaching material that validated its effectiveness.
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Table 1. SNU-LPMFC Learning Materials

Variable Learning material
Children Exercise, picture book, word dictionary, CD, hand puppet
Teacher Handbook of material instruction, exercise guidebook
Parent Handbook of language instruction, exercise guidebook

SNU-LPMFC, Seoul National University literacy program for multicultural family
children.
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Table 2. Topic
Level Theme Week Sub theme Level Theme Week Sub theme
1 Family 1 Brother 2 Friend 1 Best friend

2 Mother 2 Disabled friend

3 Birthday 3 Play

4 Picture book exercise 4 Picture book exercise
Animal 5 Dog and cat My village 5 Map

6 Z00 6 Library

7 Aquarium 7 Job

8 Picture book exercise 8 Picture book exercise
Transportation facilities 9 Land My country 9 Sejong the Great

10 See 10 The Turtle Ship

n Sky 1 Dokdo Island

12 Picture book exercise 12 Picture book exercise
Plants 13 Flower Art 13 Instrument

14 Tree 14 Art museum

15 Fruits and vegetable 15 Kid novelist

16 Picture book exercise 16 Picture book exercise
Food 17 Noodle Earth and environment 17 Earth

18 Cook 18 Sun, moon, & star

19 Rice, soup, & kimchi 19 Environment

20 Picture book exercise 20 Picture book exercise
Weather and season 21 Summer Health and safety 21 Traffic safety

22 Spring and fall 22 Food safety

23 Winter 23 Body

24 Picture book exercise 24 Picture book exercise
Market 25 Store Countries of the world 25 Mother's country

26 Shopping 26 Travel

27 Moneybox 27 Cultural heritage

28 Picture book exercise 28 Picture book exercise

28X F 565

EP EE?‘* 2} A OPEM% WOW o] W8-= ofsfslaL o]

5 2ol Al A LAs EEY ¢ e, Q)L &
7], Welr], =71 999 dojgsa HalF skl AAEEA
o}, of # ofyet Al &, AAtd, /et A/ 9
0] g O SL31E SETHA|
X vt

(2) frobg 1

CHEERA A1 B3l T e 7 s T
% 147 7|59t Table 30 A1 192 A2
sl TRe of 2 3, AR FAAAE o) g

4 | Vol.54, No.1, February 2016: 1-11

Ao, v 4ol LR Bl o 4]
23 4 Qs TR AEAE FAs] At

(3) Lo A=

LHe AR DEAY oE offief HEo R ARAL At
A2 F82 CD, B5A9) s Wt CD, 190 2%
52t CD, o|FA Al 7H4] g% ?“é%ﬁh %OFE A sa
CD% =om i‘% o]9]o} Fhs Al AT = AL, FEA

B S g D chEsb by fote] whe #AlS
A 4 ek
@) <= 21
& Qe A 120014 mARere] efakt oo &
8 4 A= ARkt B Ame] F8 AYEl o),

www.fer.or.kr



CHESIZIE ROLS 28 28l Z2I(SNU-LPMFC) Tt & StAE

Table 3. Picture Book Sample
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Theme Family Animal Friend My village
Level 1-1 1-2 2-1 2-2
Title Pineapple fried rice The wonderful cow Olympic games To be friends Fresco village story
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Table 4. General Status of the Participants

2, AT

1) Qolse 7}

Variable Experimental Control group
group (n=34) (n=20) o528 HAA} (Seoul National University Literacy Test,
Average age (mo), M (SD) 62.35(10.52) 57.8(9.17) SNU_LT){L: %%7}%] _‘(?'_O]— ‘g‘l E]'T‘,jr_‘ﬁl'7]';§ %0}94 7]%%} o\__]_01
o . , 9 ojn], T, B4, 28 9 2)/27]e] cekt ejelol
aie
. N ; Aekghat FAlo] 2 57 dojmse] Eohg Algskadt sk
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Mother's nationality = %X—i-‘li 7H]:’£E—] ‘21"%[29] %7} Le—k= Table 50ﬂ Xﬂ/\]% 7/1]?%
China 6 4 9, ouE, EE, 3EE 38, 9], 27 5 F 67 D
Japan 7 4 oo JdEle] Qlet, ZF R Al=wi= 511, 491, 739,
Philippines 4 4 926, 739, 957, .7570]%c}, AA| dlojs A= 671 s
faiwar ‘ 2 olo] A, A=l 9205 Lk,
Vietnam 1 4
Mongolian 2 2 2) ‘%"—E— ﬂ}\]_ ?lE'H:'r
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Table 5. Seoul National University Literacy Test

QIS WepRfoh AARSRIAOIA ol e e mens B N 850 WAE Bgste] A
Uik S AISIBH F 20%(83,3%)0) M-S B0 4GS & Aot TR AW H, AR APAa A
ek, MEH O BAE AP folel BANG fote] 4y ol g

Domain Division Detail
Semantics Receptive Noun, verb, adverb, adjective/metaphor
Expressive
Syntax Receptive Question & negative sentence, morpheme & word order, causative & passive, tense
Expressive
Pragmatics Story comprehension and problem solving Understanding the situation, problem solving, explanation of the topic
Phonology Phoneme Discrimination, elimination, synthesis, replacement
Syllable
Words
Reading Words Reading exercise (word, nonword)
Sentence Reading exercise (sentence)
Writing Name Writing the name
Words Reading & writing, listening & writing
Sentence Reading & writing, listening & writing
Essay Writing a diary
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Table 6. Results of Pre-Test on Children's Language Ability

Domain Group n M SD t-value

Total language ability ~ Experimental group 34 9832  40.26 1.446
Control group 20 8215 3872

Semantics Experimental group 34 37.56 7.56 962
Control group 20 3545 8.13

Syntax Experimental group 34 14.85 5.42 879
Control group 20 1355 4.96

Pragmatics Experimental group 34 1.68 1.72 1217
Control group 20 1.20 1.15

Phonology Experimental group 34 14.21 12.86 1.667
Control group 20 8.45 1nn

Reading Experimental group 34 1650 1516 504
Control group 20 1425 1694

Writing Experimental group 34 1353 7.60 1.984
Control group 20 9.25 7.75

Table 7. Results of Post-Test on Children's Language Ability

Domain Group n M SD  t-value

Total language ability ~ Experimental group 34 109.79 4443 2379
Control group 20 81.00  40.24

Semantics Experimental group 34 43.06 7.46 1.824
Control group 20 39.30 7.06

Syntax Experimental group 34 17.53 5.70 477
Control group 20 16.80 494

Pragmatics Experimental group 34 2.09 1.90 1.210
Control group 20 1.55 1.36

Phonology Experimental group 34 1491 1407 2249
Control group 20 6.35 1247

Reading Experimental group 34 1894 17.40 1.761
Control group 20 1055  16.02

Writing Experimental group 34 1326 803 2932
Control group 20 6.45 8.61

p<.05, p<01.

(=7.485, p<.0000% FAHOR Folulsisich $4 el
5ol folgt Zol7} gloiekFigure 1)

S molE sl A A A 14204, A9 A
L 1401407 R AJF T S92 W) =7 LpEpdt)
olefet Aol 1=2.352, p<.05% EAK T felulslaliL, &
AIEe] Aol folet ol 7} gieieh,

27) oo TR Holsha ke BATIA 7
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Table 8. Results of Paired ¢-Test between Pre-Test and Post-Test

Domain Group M SD t-value
Total language ability ~ Experimental group -7.483"
Pre-test 98.32 40.26
Post-test 109.79 44.43
Control group 230
Pre-test 82.15 38.72
Post-test 81.00 40.24
Phonology Experimental group -2352
Pre-test 14.21 12.86
Post-test 14.91 14.07
Control group 1.672
Pre-test 8.45 nn
Post-test 6.35 12.47
Writing Experimental group 1.120
Pre-test 13.53 7.60
Post-test 13.26 8.03
Control group 2531
Pre-test 9.25 7.75
Post-test 6.45 8.61
p<.05, " p<.001.
120
112 109.79
104 98 / - Experimental group
96 — Control group
88
82.15 81
80
Pre-test Post-test

Figure 1. Total language ability.
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