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Objective: The purpose of this study was to understand the role of specialists in child studies by
analyzing child-related laws and policies and their service systems.

Methods: We analyzed the aims, background, history, and related 5-year-plans in child-related
laws and policies and their service delivery systems.

Results: There were many difficulties in enforcing consistent policies. First, there was no unified
age for implementing child and youth policy. Second, there was no comprehensive long-term
policy. Third, many departments were involved.

Conclusion: The study findings suggest the future role of specialists in child studies. First, they
must take steps to introduce a monitoring system for the proper implementation of the first master
plan for child policy. Second, they need to put effort into improving treatment of child-related
workers. Third, they have to expand the academic area of child studies by reforming university
curricula in a more pragmatic way. Fourth, the procedure to acquire different certifications in child
studies and youth studies needs to be affiliated.
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| Minister

| Vice Minister |

| Bureau of Population and Child Policy |

Division of Childbirth Policy
Division of Population Policy
Division of Child Welfare
Division of Child Rights

Division of Childcare Policy

Division of Childcare Program Planning

Division of Childcare Infrastructure

Figure 1. Organization chart of the Ministry of Health and Welfare for child policy. Adapted from the homepage of the Ministry of Health

and Welfare (n.d.).
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Ministry of Health and Welfare
(Bureau of Childcare Policy)
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Parent
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Figure 2. Administrative system for childcare service. Solid lines represent direct links, and dotted lines represent independent links.

Adapted from the homepage of Central Support Center for Childcare (n.d.).
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Figure 3. System of cooperating organizations for the prevention of child abuse and support of child abuse victims. Adapted from
the homepage of the National Child Protection Agency (n.d.).
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| Minister |
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| Youth and Family Policy Office |

| Youth Policy Bureau |

Youth Policy Division

Division of Youth Activities Promotions

Youth Activities Safety Division

Youth Self-Support Assistance Division

Out-of-School Youth Support Division

Division of Youth Protection Environment

Figure 4. Organization chart of the Ministry of Gender Equality
and Family. Adapted from the homepage of the Ministry of Gender
Equality and Family (n.d.).
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Ministry of Gender Equality and Family
(Youth and Family Policy Office)
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Welfare Institute

Korea Youth Work Agency

Province Government
Bureau of Social Welfare, Bureau of Family & Women Policy,
Office of Women and Family Policy, etc.

Local Committee of Youth
Development

County
Bureau of Social Welfare, Bureau of Family & Women Policy,
Office of Women and Family Policy, etc.

Local Committee of Youth
Development

Social Service Officials Social Welfare Specialist

Town

Juvenile Guidance
Committee Member

Youth |

Figure 5. Administrative system for youth policy. Adapted form 7he introduction of youthology (p. 387), by M. R. Lee, S. Cho, E. B. Khil,

and M. Kim, 2014.
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