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Study to increase the utilization of Korean Medical treatment about atopic
dermatitis by investigating patients trend on online communities

Myung-Ku Lee' - Sang-Hyun Kim' - An-Na Kim' - Hyun-Chul Jang'
Mibyeong Research Center, Korean Institute of Oriental Medicine'

Abstract

Objectives : The purpose of this study is to understanding the patients thought of Korean Medical treatment and
to suggest an improvement in utilization of Korean Medicine treatment about atopic dermatitis,

Methods : We had investigate atopic dermatitis online community by classifying the post by treatment type,
feature type of the information and by content to know the patients latest tendency. And then compare the result
to understand the patients thought of Korean Medical treatment,

Results : Most of the post was experiential information and about 67% of the post was about symptom and
treatment, Especially there had lot of interest about there treatment information and self-treatment. By contrast
Korean Medical treatment type has lower rate then other type of treatment about symptom and treatment and the
information was not specific. This result may influence on utilization of Korean Medical treatment.

Conclusions : To solve this problem patients needs easy access to Korean Medical treatment and more
information about there treatment,

Key words : Atopic dermatitis; online community; treatment by Korean Medical
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Table 1. The Result of Amalysis of Atopic Dermtitis
Online Community by Treatment Type(Number)

. Atopy Skin
Atopia School Doctor Amount
Common. 5, 226 55 433
Area
Korean
medical 28 36 5 69
treatment
Modern
medical 148 102 15 265
treatment
Other 41 106 15 162
treatment
Amount 369 470 90 929

Table 2. The Result of Analysis of Atopic Dermetitis
Online Community by Post Feature(Number)

Atopy Skin

Atopia School  Doctor Amount
Experiental )5 500 & 1103
information
Objective -
Information 2 8 > 115
Amount 449 676 93 1218
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Atopia Atopy School Dsciiallz)r Amount
Symptom 21 41 21 83
Cause 4 5 4 13
Prevention - -
Name of a disease - -
Test - 2 - 2
Moisturizer 8 33 8 49
Food avoidance 10 28 10 48
Stress avoidance - 1 - 1
Bath 1 17 1 19
Treatment Life management 6 66 6 78
Medication - -
Other treatment - -
Etc - 10 - 10
Generally 4 11 4 19
Sequela 6 - 6
Medical expenses - 2 2
Hospital 1 4 1 6
Etc (Experience - Difficulty) 3 149 3 155
Ftc (News) - 46 - 46
Amount 58 421 58 537
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Table 4. The Result of Analysis of Atopic Dermetitis Online Community Part of Common Area by Post Content(Number)

Skin

Atopia Atopy School Doctor Amount
Symptom 53 46 22 121
Cause 5 7 4 16
Prevention 3 - - 3
Name of a disease - - - -
Test 1 3 - 4
Treatment 276 371 57 704
Sequela 8 11 1 20
Medical expenses 7 6 - 13
Hospital 16 26 6 48
(Experiencitf Difficulty) 7 154 3 252
s 5 52 . 57
Amount 449 676 93 1218

Table 5. The Result of Analysis of Atopic Dermetitis Online Community Part of Korean Medical by Post Content(Number)

Skin

Atopia Atopy School Doctor Amount
Symptom 5 2 -
Cause - 2 -
Prevention - - - -
Name of a disease - - - -
Test - - - -
Moisturizer - - 1 1
Food avoidance 2 3 1 6
Stress avoidance - - -
Bath - - - -
Treatment Life management - 1 - 1
Medication 5 3 1 9
Other treatment - - - -
Etc 2 - - 2
Generally 4 12 1 17
Sequela - - - -
Medical expenses 1 3 - 4
Hospital 9 10 1 20
o pe 7 . . 7
(Experience - Difficulty)
Etc
(News) ) 1 ) 1
Amount 35 37 2 77
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Table 6. The Result of Analysis of Atopic Demretitis Online Community Part of Modern Medical by Post Content(Nurrber)

. Skin
Atopia Atopy School Doctor Amount

Symptom 11 3 1 15
Cause 1 - - 1
Prevention 1 - - 1
Name of a disease - - - -
Test 1 1 - 2
Moisturizer - 1 - 1

Food avoidance 2 - - 2

Stress avoidance - - - -

Bath - - - -

Treatment Life management - - - -
Medication 110 75 8 193

Other treatment - - - -

Etc 3 1 - 4

Generally 3 3 - 6

Sequela 6 5 1 12
Medical expenses 5 1 - 6
Hospital 5 12 4 21

Etc (Experience - Difficulty) 2 - 7
Etc (News) 4 5 - 9
Amount 154 112 14 280

Table 7. The Result of Andlysis of Atopic Dermediis Online Comrmunity Part of Other Treatment by Post Content(Number)

. Skin
Atopia Atopy School Doctor Amount

Symptom - - - -

Cause - - - -
Prevention - - - -

Name of a disease - - - -
Test - - - -
Moisturizer - - - -

Food avoidance - - - -

Stress avoidance - - - -

Bath - - - -

Treatment Life management - - - -
Medication - - - -
Other treatment 38 104 15 157

Etc 2 2 - 4

Generally - - - -

Sequela - - - -

Medical expenses 1 - - 1
Hospital - - - -

Etc (Experience - Difficulty) 1 - - 1
Ftc (News) - - - -
Amount 42 108 15 163
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Table 8. Detailed Result About Other Treatment

Type(Number)
. Atopy Skin
Atopia School  Doctor Amount
Probiotics/ _
Prebiotics 13 15 1 2
Essential
fatty acid 2 ! ) 3
Vitamin 3 8 - 11
Food 11 26 2 40
Folk 2 % 1 39
remedy
Etc 6 29 1 36
Amount 38 104 15 157
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