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distance for People living with HIV/AIDS
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Abstract The purpose of this study is to explore perceptions, knowledge, and attitudes about AIDS, and to analyze
factors associated with social distance for people living with AIDS. Data was analyzed for 645 university students
majoring in social work and nursing. The results show that AIDS was most frequently associated with the word sex.
Secondly, participant knowledge about AIDS revealed common errors in the prevention and process of infection.
Third, correlation between prejudice toward people living with AIDS and social minorities was statistically significant.
Finally using hierarchical regression analysis, among factors affecting the social distance for people living with AIDS,
only the prejudice toward people living with AIDS remained statistically significant. R Square of the entire model
was adjusted to 0.390. In conclusion, the results of this study are expected to influence college education and program

development.

Keywords : People living with HIV/AIDS; Social minority; Prejudice; University student
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Table 1. General characteristics of subjects (N=645)

Variables N %

Male 124 19.2

Gender Female 521 80.8

29> 493 76.4

Age
30= 152 23.6
1 238 36.9
Grade 2 265 41.1
3 139 21.6
4 3 0.5
Maior Social welfare 256 39.7
v Nursing 389 603

Rei Yes 153 23.7

et No 492 763

3.2 oflo|=ofl EH?_* Q14

ool zahl Wozy AL AL e ), A3 B
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$7F 412%2 7 gokew, 1 9o FAg, T,
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[Table 2].

Table 2. Perception about AIDS

Perception N %

Infections, infectious diseases 48 7.4

Sex (sexually transmitted diseases, Sexually

. . . 266 41.2
promiscuous, sexual relationship)

Incurable patient 30 4.7

Pity , dirt , dirty 30 47

Death 33 5.1
HIV/AIDS 32 5.0.
Homosexuality 22 34
Disease , llness 22 34
Fear , terror 25 3.9
Blood transfusion , blood 24 3.7
Etc 113 17.5
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Correct
answer a*
N %
It f:an be avoided by using a condom 433 671 71
during sex
Healthy person also can be take on AIDS 595 923 .69
Once infected with HIV and die in a few 496 769 67
months .
HIV infection can be infected with the
birth of a child . 537 83370
If treatment can live a long time. 483 749 .69
AIDS is mainly due to homosexuality. 336 521 .71
'Shanr'lg syringes can be cause of HIV 567 379 68
infection
Mosqyltoes can be the cause of HIV 281 536 6
infection.
Kiss with Infected person can be the cause
of HIV infection. 335 SL9- 61
Sharing tolilet Wlth Ipfcctcd person can be 169 72 68
cause of HIV infection
Handshake Wlth- Infe?ted person can be the 570 e84 66
cause of HIV infection.
Sharing cup with Infected person can be
cause of HIV infection 409 634 66
If attending the same school with Infected 498 772 66

person can be infected

*a: cronbach alpha when deleting item
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Table 4. Prejudice about social minority and Attitude
about AIDS patient

N Min Max Mean

Std. Deviation

Disability 645 1.00 457 242 .65
Woman 645 1.00  4.67 148 71
Foreigner 645 .00 5.00 1.98 .82
Elderly 645 100 500 249 .76
AIDS Patient 645 9.00 27.00 1920  4.15

Table 5. Correlations between Prejudices about social
minorities and Attitude about AIDS patient.

Disability Woman  Foreigner  Elderly

‘Woman 321%*

Foreigner A401* .369*

Elderly A33% 272% .392%

AIDS Patient -260* -177* -.326* -226*
*p<.01
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Table 6. Factors affecting Social distance about AIDS

Patient
Model 1 Model 2 Model 3 Model 4

Variables B T B T B T B T
General Characteristics R
Age -044 -97 -063 -145 -103 -240 -035 -96
Grade 065 1.53 .076  1.86 .049 123 .004 12
Major 055 1.15 .019 41 -027  -56  .024 .62
Prejudice N '
Disability -136  -3.08 -.131 -3.04 -061 -1.69
‘Woman -062 -145 -027 -65 -037 -1.05
Foreigner -171 385 -142  -325 -022 -58
Elderly -002 -056 -010 -24 .030 .82
Knowledge about AIDS .

226 576 .067 197
Attitude about AIDS patient N

5700 1643

Constant  33.885 44.719 39.435 12.533
R? .015 .099 .143 .399
Ads R* 011 .089 133 .390
P .000 .000 .000 .000

#<,05, t P<.005
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