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New Approach for Herbal Formula Research: Network Pharmacology

Sang Yong Han, Yun Kyung Kim*

Department of Herbal Medicine, College of Pharmacy, Wonkwang University

& Wonkwang Korean Medicines Research Institute, Wonkwang University

It is a fact that the existing pharmacological research method is difficult

to explain the effect and mechanism of

action of herbal formula of Korean medicine. We are now very pleased with the development of modern science and
the development of a methodology for studying herbal formula characterized by network targets and multi-component

therapeutics over the human body. In this review, systems pharmacology or

network pharmacology is demonstrated

how these are applied to explain the effectiveness of herbal medicine. The post-genomic era provides a unique

opportunity for the two fields to understand and benefit from each other.

In particular, recent research trends,

research methodology, useful databases and results of research on herbal formula are introduced. China already has
a policy of scientific development of traditional chinese medicine (TCM) and the development of Chinese medicine
industry with a focus on herbal formula research at national level, and in Korea, it is urgent to support and nurture
the methodology appropriate to the characteristics of the herbal formula in order to study the safety and efficacy of

Korean medicine.
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