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This study critically examines the social and personal meanings that luxury consumption
have in contemporary Korean society through understanding the consumption
experiences of men in their 30s. Interviews with nine male consumers who are
committed to luxury brands, especially those that produce suits, watches, fountain pens,
and shoes, were conducted to collect qualitative data. We found that participants are
satisfied with the whole process of luxury brand consumption including buying, using,
and managing and try to consume the products for self-expression, congruent with their
lifestyle and identity. Individuals have learned how to consume the luxury brand from
their role models. Their consumption follows hybrid and postmodern patterns and
combines luxury brand products with non-luxury one. In contemporary Korean society,
using the luxury products is considered necessary to achieve some advantages in social
contexts and can be also functioned as a sort of social signifier and self-help, as well as,
a tool for self satisfaction or well-being.

KE YW O R D S Brand consumption, Luxury products, male consumption, masculinity,
cultural politics of difference, self-help



