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Objective: This study explored the mediating effects of language development on the influences of
young children’s media use on positive and negative peer interactions.

Methods: The data came from the 2013 Panel Study on Korean Children (N = 1,215) and were
analyzed to assess the mediating effects of media use on positive and negative peer interactions,
using SEM with the bootstrapping method by means of SPSS 21.0 and AMOS 20.0.

Results and Conclusion: The results show that increased media use affects positive and negative
peer interactions through language development. This indicates that, while media use does not
directly affect positive and negative peer interactions, it appears to increase the difficulty of
developing language ability; as the language development worsens, undesirable peer interactions
may develop. Thus, language development seems to play an important mediating role between
media use and peer interactions. Theoretical and practical implications are discussed.

Keywords: media use, language development, peer interactions, mediating effects, bootstrapping
method
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H A= Sol A A4 (Korea Institute of Child Care and
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P = 2 (KICCE, 2016)2 0]- &5} th. 62 = ZAto] o]
3% 170371 S04 AT Ae] E3hel mE Welo] Skt
1,215 7] HRA|7} 24|90 0], i frots 607l
HE 6670 7R (Bt L E-2 6371 ) = 5Alol siesteict. A
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Table 1
Descriptive Characteristics of the Participants
Variables N %
Children’s gender
Male 631 51.9
Female 584 48.1
Birth order
First 561 46.2
Second 516 42.5
Third 129 10.6
Forth and more 9 0.8
Mother’s education achievement
High school and less 474 29.3
College grad 434 26.9
University grad 616 38.1
Graduate and more 84 5.2
Missing 8 0.5
Father’s education achievement
High school and less 328 27.1
College grad 230 18.9
University grad 521 42.9
Graduate and more 121 10.0
Missing 15 1.2
Monthly income (won)
Below 2,000,000 93 7.6
2,000,000-5,000,000 below 857 70.6
5,000,000—7,000,000 below 173 14.3
7,000,000-10,000,000 below 76 6.2
Over 10,000,000 9 0.7
Missing 7 0.6
Residential areas
Metropolitan city 528 43.5
Medium-sized city 479 39.4
Town 208 17.1
Mother’s employment
Yes 535 44.0
No 662 54.5
Missing 18 1.5
Note. N =1,215.
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Table 2
Descrptive Statistics for the Variables
Variables Minimum Maximum M SD Skewness Kurtosis
Media use
Amounts of media use (per day) 0.00 5.50 1.52 0.88 0.66 0.92
Computer use 1.00 5.00 1.59 0.82 1.60 2.75
Game device use 1.00 5.00 1.15 0.49 4.31 22.29
Mobile phone use 1.00 5.00 2.08 0.94 0.88 0.51
TV use 1.00 5.00 3.58 1.03 -0.36 -0.66
Language development
Language development (a) 0.00 6.00 5.03 1.18 -1.34 1.68
Language development (b) 0.00 5.00 4.32 0.97 -1.59 2.45
Positive peer interactions
Interaction (a) 6.00 20.00 15.56 2.11 -0.32 0.68
Interaction (b) 4.00 16.00 12.16 1.82 -0.73 1.47
Negative peer interactions
Disruption 13.00 44.00 25.11 5.88 0.34 -0.43
Disconnection 8.00 25.00 12.57 3.73 0.77 -0.01
Note. N =1,215.
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Table 3
Estimates From the Mediational Model
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< ZFElal QIR ko m R (028 ~ .115), Wi E I} G-9]5)

go 2gA o Ageithe 4L LrehEch E, vlrof
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718 AR AL} £-2J5HA] bR B ALBHE Fol7] ¢l
o e o] Fa K-S ) GeE BalA s Eot
npAEro 2, B o] ARHES B Ak, Table 4 oA A
Az k) o] 2 A meel i Ao 44
o 420l Ao et ARE 2450 that B

95% BC of indirect effect

Mediation model a b ab c Lower Upper
Media use — Language development - 133% 536 -.071** .066 -.127 -.033
— Positive peer Interactions
Media use — Language development - 4T TFR* .063** -.015 .028 115
— Negative peer interactions
Note. Standardized paths are reported. a= X —> M; b=M —Y; ¢' = X —Y; BC = biased corrected percentile.
**p<.01. ***p <.001.
Table 4
Goodhness of Fit of the Mediational Model
Model X df TLI CFI RMSEA
Mediation model 176.273 39 .886 912 .068

Note. df = degrees of freedom; TLI = Tucker-Lewis index; CFI = comparative fit index; RMSEA = root mean square error of approximation.
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