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Research Trend of the Analysis and Restoration
Study on Traditional Pigments

Lee Han-hyoung

Traditional Technique and Material Bank, Korea National University of Cultural Heritage

Abstract

In this article, the research trends regarding the analysis and restoration of the pigments applied on colored
cultural properties during past 25 years are reviewed and the future research direction in this field of study
is proposed. There are over 100 different pieces of the colored cultural property samples that have been
analyzed in Korea during the time and are increasing numbers of studies on comparative investigations as well.
In addition, new analysis techniques have been introduced to surpass the limitation of the current analysis
techniques and the database construction has been developed tremendously, which will enhance the analysis
reliability, indicating fast growth in the related research areas. There are also studies on finding new materials
to replace the traditional ingredients for producing color pigments and related other materials to overcome the
limitation of the traditional ingredients on top of the steady number of studies on reproduction and restoration
of the traditional pigments. These various research efforts will bring much development in this area of research.
One suggestion to be made is that there need to be long term planned research works for certain type of studies.
For instance, the effect to the colored cultural properties due to the environmental change is one of important
research topics that should be carefully studied, which requires longer time period and also more patience than

the research works in the current and past trends.
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