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ABSTRACT

This study examined short-term longitudinal reciprocal relationships between maternal parenting
behavior and preschoolers’ compliance/noncompliance, as well as stability in both maternal parenting
behavior and preschoolers’ compliance/noncompliance over time. The sample which was used for this
study was taken from a two-wave (one year apart) longitudinal study of preschool-aged children and
their mothers (N = 53 dyads). At both times, mothers and their children were invited to a laboratory
and engaged in 25 minutes of play involving three episodes of mother-child interaction. Maternal
parenting behavior and preschoolers’ compliance/noncompliance during play were coded using the
Dyadic Parent-Child Interaction Coding System-III (DPICS-III). Maternal codes included positive,
neutral, and negative parenting behaviors and child codes were comprised of compliance and
noncompliance. The results revealed that during the play session, maternal neutral and negative

parenting behavior and preschoolers’ compliance were stable over time. In addition, T1 maternal
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negative parenting behavior was significantly related to T2 child compliance/noncompliance. However,

T1 child compliance/noncompliance were not significantly associated with T2 maternal parenting

behavior. These findings suggest that during the preschool period, there are unidirectional effects from

mothers to children.

Keywords : o™ 42| ¢F5-3] 5 (maternal parenting behavior), =-8/2<-8 3 ‘&{compliance/noncompliance),
@] & A (short-term longitudinal study).
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(Table 1) Concurrent correlations among maternal parenting behavior and preschoolers’

compliance/noncompliance at T1 and T2 (N = 53)
1 2 3 4 5
1. Positive parenting behavior - 30" .00 14 -14
2. Neutral parenting behavior 37 - .07 01 -.03
3. Negative parenting behavior .06 -03 - 86™** 637+
4. Compliance 20 13 8% - 36**
5. Noncompliance -01 -.08 43*F A1 -

Note. Correlations computed for T1 are displayed below the diagonal, and correlations for T2 are displayed

above the diagonal.
*p < .05 *p < 01. ***p < .001.

(Table 2) Stability and cross-year correlations among maternal parenting behavior and

preschoolers” compliance and noncompliance (N = 53)
T2 variables

T1 variables M SDry

1 2 3 4 5
1. Positive parenting behavior .02 29" -.05 -.03 .00 7.12 4.80
2. Neutral parenting behavior .03 347 -.02 -.01 -.02 46.60 16.72
3. Negative parenting behavior -04 -03 38** 427 29* 12.79 731
4. Compliance .02 .02 24 35F 24 6.79 4.50
5. Noncompliance -.03 -20 24 .19 15 3.42 2.54

M, 5.36 3325 11.66 7.08 1.94

SDr> 4.27 13.49 7.49 5.12 2.15

Note. Stability coefficients are displayed on the diagonal; Cross-year correlations are displayed above and below

the diagonal.
*p < .05 *p < 01. ***p < .001.
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(Figure 1) Cross-correlations between maternal negative parenting behavior and
preschoolers’ compliance
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(Figure 2) Cross-correlations between maternal negative parenting behavior and
preschoolers’ noncompliance
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