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The Roles of Maternal Responsiveness in the Relationship
between Infants” Communicative Gestures and Play
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to firstly, investigate the relationship between infants’ communicative
gestures, play and maternal responsiveness and secondly, to examine the role of maternal
responsiveness in the associations between infants’ communicative gestures and play. The subjects
comprised 42 infants (21 boys and 21 girls) and their mothers. The infants’ communicative gestures,
the infants’ play and maternal responsiveness were observed during free play sessions lasting 20
minutes. The results are as follows. Mothers of girls showed higher levels of responsiveness than the
mothers of boys. In addition, here were positive correlations between infants’ communicative gestures,
play and maternal responsiveness. Maternal responsiveness was observed to moderate the effects of
infants’ communicative gestures on the infants’ average level of play. These results indicate that it is
important for caregivers to interpret infants’ communicative intentions appropriately and respond

promptly and adequately in play situations.
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© BH R 4293]9] raEA BAE H
Aom, 13~1870¢9 oole FHH o w 5713
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B GAARTA BAlE AR o= Ve
o gl et SAA R frog Aol ¢l
Ak EgF 13~1870€ ofote] FHol7h BE st
YJQioA 13~1871€Y Holo Ho|Ht} Ht
o] A Yelyto} EAACE o3t ol
AUk wAL e 2 13~187]Y oot gt of
#ue] whgAo] 13~1870€ ol tigk of ]
Yol shgA R fofab = A= Yehd
(t = -3.08, p < .01), 13~187}€4 oJo}= & ojr]
U7b 13~1870€ HolE E ofHy i Eo] &
Gl A A B 5 BheAote S ¢

T Stk
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13~18709 Jobe] o] me gobe] oAb wrgAel WAZ A RI] Ao 7} S99
254 B3} o] P ojul] wheAe] 4AE 5 e dERUASE AFAw, 1 Ane
AS39 1, 1 A= Table 13 2Th Table 2} Zt}.
(Table 1) Mean, standard deviation and t-test result of variables (N = 42)
Variablos Range of Boy(n = 21) Girl(n = 21) Total(N = 42)
score M(SD) M(SD) M(SD)

Communicative gestures 6~74 4.29(4.58) 5.71(4.43) 5.00(4.51) -1.03

Average level of play 2.84~4.99 3.48(0.51) 3.66(0.51) 3.57(0.51) -1.16

Play Highest level of play 6~10 8.00(1.45) 8.43(1.36) 8.21(1.41) -0.99

Frequency of symbolic play 1~37 11.81(8.83) 14.43(7.71) 13.11(8.29) -1.02
Maternal responsiveness 14~27.13 19.89(2.46) 22.24(2.50) 21.06(2.73) -3.08"*

**p < 01.
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(Table 2) Correlation coefficients among variables (N = 42)
Variables 1 2 3 4 5

1. Communicative gestures 1

2. Average level of play 54 1

3. Highest level of play 23 S 1

4. Frequency of symbolic play 57 75%* 60™* 1

5. Maternal responsiveness 34* 61** 55%F 48** 1

*p < .05 "*p < 0L.
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o] Whg & ot mole] FHEFE(r = 61, p <
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—
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2] |
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(Table 3) Moderating effects of maternal responsiveness in relations of Infants’ communicative

gestures and play (N = 42)
Dependent variable Average level of play
level 1 level 2 level 3
Independent variables B B B B B B
Communicative gestures(A) .06 547%% .04 38%* 03 27%
Maternal responsiveness(B) .09 49%** .10 S52%F*
AxB .01 26*
F 16.02"** 19.60"** 16.08"**
R? 29 .50 .56
AR? 29%%* 20%%* .06*

*p < .05 *p < 01. ***p < 001

= Mother's high responsiveness
4.03

4 - === Mother's low responsiveness

3.6 1

3.4 - =307

Average level of play
w
L
=]

33] m==—=—""

3.2 A

Low High

Communicative gesture

(Figure 1) The interaction effect of communicative gestures and maternal responsiveness in
average level of play
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ohuth ol FitsFel $eS ¢ 5 Ak & Ao
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(McCune-Nicolich, 1981; Tamis-LeMonda &
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