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The Effect of Good and Bad Luck on Attention to Background versus Object: An Exploratory Study
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Abstract

It is frequently found in daily life that people who experience good luck as lottery winners try to improve their
background (e.g., home, car) but it has not been empirically validated why they do that. Present research attempts
to explore the prediction that people who experience good luck expand the scope of attention to background and
those who undergo bad luck shrink the scope of attention to adjacent objects. Findings from Experiment la indicate
that participants who experienced good luck (won the rock-paper-scissors game) paid more attention to background
and performed worse in the “find the hidden picture” (below FHP) task while those who underwent bad luck (lost
the rock-paper-scissors game) paid more attention to objects, leading to better performance in the FHP task. It is
also found in Experiment la that, if people washed their hands after experiencing good or bad luck, the opposite
result occurred. Experiment 1b confirmed that the rock-paper-scissor game manipulated good and bad luck
successfully and did not influence self-control. Experiment 2 shows that people who strongly believe in good luck
performed poorly in FHP task while those who do not believe in good luck performed well in FHP task. Overall,
three experiments support the proposed research hypotheses. Implications of the study findings for cognitive
psychology and related fields including consumer and sports psychology are discussed.
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MAe Fo & 7|20l & (10% TThET A& 9] & Branigan, 2005; Gasper & Clore, 2002; Gasper, 2004;
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Figure 1. The results of Experiment 1. * indicates p-value is less than .05. ** means p-value is less than .01.

Error bars indicate standard error of the mean.
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Figure 2. The results of Experiment 2. The belief of good luck significantly predicted the numbers of finding hidden

pictures, B=-

.67, #34)=-5.31, p<.001. And the belief of good luck also explained a significant

proportion of variance in the numbers of finding hidden pictures, R2 = .45, F(1, 34)=28.2, p<.001.
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Appendix B: &ZLIEZHAL Bt=01 HA

2UHEHA st=0] HAE

The Belief in Good Luck Scale in Korean (Darke & Freedman, 1997)

ol AL B Lrhh B IR ::d:; i P peiill Bl e
ey s
1 &2 AFE] el Fagk FiEolth 1 2 3 4 5 7
2 o] T2 AE Y, U ANGE Qth 1 2 3 4 5 7
3 v &0 =2 Aot 1 2 3 4 5 7
4 Ys 5 Us 1 2 3 4 5 7
5 UE T 2ol 2 3 vy =20 1 2 3 4 5 7
6 e o] =2 Helrh 1 2 3 4 5 7
7 Y= AYAA o7l Holtk 1 2 3 4 5 7
8 <ol kst A Foh 1 2 3 4 5 7
9 :{iffﬂ T71 wiEel 71818 A= el ddsA ) 3 4 s ;
10 s o] 7] wj&d gdlM EAT £ glE AEC] | ) 3 4 s ;
Ax W SUlE o] Fojd Zlojgty Wt

i TE AEEeAlE obpAlE obd de] delAle A 5 3 4 s ;
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