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The Juncture and Disjuncture of
Journalism History and Journalism
Philosophy

Focusing on Liberalist Philosophy on Journalism

Jong-Dae Moon
Professor, Dept. of Communication and Media, Dong-eui University

Act of journalism is act of social practice. Therefore, judgment on its rightness must be
a prerequisite. That is why journalism requires philosophy. Barrenness of journalism
philosophy promotes journalism to serve only as an instrument. No power and money
should intrude the essential philosophy of journalism. Journalism must secure its own
value. Remaining silent when its fundamental value is at risk is to negate one’s own value
of existence. It is self-denial.

Social practice of journalism is assurance and realization of its essential value. Thus, it is
historical. It is the juncture of journalism and history. Journalism without history leads to
barrenness in philosophy. Without philosophy, journalism thus cannot uphold its
historical mission. Journalism philosophy becomes a reality through the history.
Concrete journalism philosophy shall come to light through historical reality. That is why
conversation between journalism philosophy and journalism history is necessary.
Thus, this research investigates how journalism philosophy formulates and reconstructs
itself within journalism history. At the same time, this research thoroughly examines
how journalism philosophy concretizes in journalism history, how historical subjects
have practiced journalism and how all these have projected themselves in journalism
history.

KEYW O RDS Journalism Philosophy, Journalism History, Freedom of Press



