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<Abstract>

The purpose of this study is to provide diverse points of view to understand the low fertility issue of Korean society. For
this phenomenological qualitative study, in-depth interviews were conducted with 14 married couples(28 persons) all raising
three children. Participants were asked about overall family and work life, child care role performance, thoughts about child
rearing, and their sociocultural context. Interview data were explored based on 6 analyzing steps offered by S, ], Talyor and
R. Bogdan(1984). Most participants of this study were formed positive perceptions about having three children. Parents’ pos-
itive perception was closely related with their attitude of not worrying too much about their children’s future as well as child
caring contexts around them. Parents’ perception about having three children was also linked with their child care role con-
struction process. In detail, parents with more positive perceptions tended to increase their level of child care involvement.
This was particularly true for fathers. Mother and father’s job situation emerged as an important factor to shape their child
care involvement. In addition, child care attitude of people around them explained father’s child care involvement. Applying
these qualitative results, we first expect to provide detailed ideas about lives with three children in Korea. Second, based on
our study findings, a more realistic and helpful policy to help the low fertility problem could be developed. Lastly, we also

hope to provide helpful phenomenological qualitative research about low fertility issues of Korea.
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Table 1. Characteristics of the research participants

Year of Age & gender of

Overall characteristics

Grandma had taken care of their first child. 1H decided to stay home and
be in charge of household labor and child care when they had their second
child.

It has not been so long since they moved out of 2H’s parents house. 2W
went back to work after using few years of parental leave.

3H is a judge and even work during the weekend. 3W is a school teacher
and currently using a parental leave for 6 years. They have recently joined
in a parent- cooperating child care institution.

Although child care is very hard since their first and third child is only
3 years apart, 4H is actively taking a lot of child care duties. They are
a part of parent- cooperating child care institution, and having a intimate
relationship with other parents.

Since each child is 4 years apart, they have to take care of children for
a long period of time. They live closely with other parents around them.

6H quitted his full-time position after the second child was born in order
to concentrate on child care. Both 6H and 6W are now working part-time.
They value a life within a community

After raising two children, they adopted the third child due to their church
members’ recommendation. 7H works for a family-friendly foreign
company. Two older children are in an alternative school.

Although living with 8H's mother, 8W is in charge of all the household
labor and most of child care duties. 8H is not participating in child care.

9H is a paster and need to work during weekends as well as workdays.
However, working hours are felxible. 9W is a doctoral student. 9H's parents
live nearby to support them.

10H and 10W are both middle school teachers. Their first child lived with
10W’s mother when she was a baby. Due to his leisure activities, 10H rarely
participates in child care or household labor.

11W in her parental leave period for one year. When 11W was working
full time, 11H was doing equal amount of child care work. However, 11W
is now fully in charge of household labor and child care. They are concerning
much about children’s education expenses.

Due to his enormously long working hours, 12H cannot participate in family
life at all. Although they are financially secure, 12W feels that they are
financially lagging compare to other rich people.

They own a mid-size market near their house. 13H is responsible for running
a market and 13W is full time housewife. They had marital conflict before
the third child was born. Their relationship got better after 13W took a
series of counseling. There is a week boundary between the work place
and home since all family members are staying together in the market
during weekends.

1)
D Age marriage children® Job
1H 41 House husband
——————————————————————————————————————————————— 2002 125-65-35 s
office worker
2007 65-5D-3D
3H 43 professional
""""""""""""""""""""""""""" 2000 TID-7DAAD e
3W 42 Job leave
4H 40 professional
""""""""""""""""""""""""""" 2003 75-65-4S
AW 40 House wife
L4 e 1D8pas e worker
5W 40 ) House wife
6H 37 part-time
""""""""""""""""""""""""""" 2008 65-4SDD)  —
oW 37 part-time
7H 41 office worker
""""""""""""""""""""""""""" 2001 135-10D-1D s
7W 37 House wife
L2 S < 2001 sy - Office worker
8W 42 ) House wife
9H 41 professional
""""""""""""""""""""""""""" 2002 10D-8G-75 o
oW 34 Student
10H 45 professional
""""""""""""""""""""""""""" 2000 13D-10D-BD o
0w 43 professional
11H 0 pers.onal
145-135- business
""""""""""""""""""""""""""" 1999 11monthD
11w 42 © Job leave
,,,,,,, P8 g 1o op Office worker
12W 39 (twins) House wife
BH B3 personal
business
""""""""""""""""""""""""""" 2001 13D-10S3D o
13W 37 House wife
14H 41 office worker
""""""""""""""""""""""""""" 2004 11D-10D-6S e
14W 41 part-time

Although 14H enjoys time with children, he moved to a hard working
company when the third child was born due to make their financial situation
more secure. They can only stay together on Sunday at church.

1) H means Husband, W means Wife
2) S menas Son, D means Daughter
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By e o

gl oFSo] tid 247 olae olwx|e] Halr} B
oAl S7HE B97E ohyHEE 5 'l tete =
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TE Hol RBo AL Ymo] Y EAA Ao oS
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a8 F v W o vl Ut =zt
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& Y= o] obA siFa Fotdrt, I teol '
o & oS W 19 A AT =Fsrtdrt
W7t ofmbgie] 7hA szl T2 @ Ztolulaal et
7t 2" AE sk s8. (3W)

o & & R

ohihe] JFe Fr rmolFE 4¥m FEAL @
AeUe] ZeE gHe] Agd 3 vistel thed} ol
AT,

A sFE 2R 2 @Rl A g 4%
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= A3 Ay E= x%{(_:-]_ AAslcty word A Zolg.
AHAs 7Y old do] B ®ol siFaL A (TW)
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B g oA “UBe wErew la) Relo] o3
B ou A WEAAY wolSolt mgg malY
= Rolt.

S oW A £ AT Fold F R

% Fol7h 20 Hls) A5o] ERSIE B7sn oA
U gl BiE Q4] 498 PAHlT Relo] B
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7b BREJGIHIW). B8 24 =

Az dE shal FHo] AYFHE Tkt 55 Adst
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=
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4 A AES 8l dME F e AT flele x
i A E gAS Fast
e FRAJ] FAF tEiA, FEEC] = AVY =
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g3k £y Frete] ANE MY A, AVt
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AAR B AT FAg opHAIE F 58 1 2
AIREO.Z Rl ApAle] A & FHeirt F3] mm|gk
Fo] vjEdal Bauslgeh & Sof, Fd flo] FF &
FAIZEe] 100A]Zte] Ee th7Idel thi= g obH A9
A5 Ayl A Aol AAE “EH Izt olgtal xds}
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= 2A oA 2 W Ha, ARER o a4 il 2
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s r‘ r b Lk Lk b g
oy 1.. k " M v sl sl L
@h __'. r:,\ I" \_-M.I IL':
Parents’ JDh situations (D J# %
Chlld care at‘h'tud:le

() Participation in
O childeare ) QO

OO

@ : N
Child caring context @ Not worrying

(@ Valuntary birth

Figure 1. Metaphoric explanation of key concepts

AFelMe tFEe sl A B AUS Fet

= A0 We 2HF 42e FAA B AL gl &

Agich 2w, ol FHA AL A Al A VTR AT

4 2aole 2RAY FLY(ERE 2) AN U% 2 W Aol 2e] ASelA] A7 Ses B g

A 238 @4E 4 e AeE YEkiTh BA = e T & = AE

W), obd Ame we o] Awres A A ase | AET BEE ClEHE] AT grAwel A7E e

QUG A9 A Ggol U FRA Ade ey g o P HEAR w=As) sistel, A3t sisel opd

§ £g0] 9UTHE Aot T4, ojole] Aol w1 ¥ AUE slma W= v FEE HEee A

Yol 24 AREA Qe Bue HE 9 ololg g 7] = o= =et BRel o wHE s ¥
A, 71€9 ATE(C. Lim, 2011; S. Moon et al., 2007)

& FHo Bt 30 don Agdte] 337 ¢
e 3} oA e el AA AUE AY

719 AYR(E, @)l ek ¥ + vk H
] el o A7 el BAslel gl kg ) T oo SIS WS 7D SUA =
& 5 APt AR T Fge

Bo2 obgel AS4 SRt AHA B3 Fol AR
Am, olEgomt AAH, AAA ¥iol muw A
A AR RE Aol 1 ¥RE Ao
& AFATH. Lee, 2011, C. Lim, 2011; S. Sohn,
20059 1 W& o] grki E 4 Stk L, 1EFA
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2 ASHAHO). 3, FHA Aol EESA FHE
o
N golN RE, B8 olmAe A kg Belrl B
A83] o]fo] A £ dom, Brt A HWEHA A o
1

% o] @%o] Uehdths Aotk wATo R, A % g ) . N

g Falg AW AL P wed aqemy oo VM RS AEE Had i dAene

94 ;QI%Z__} }2)]—:%1-(@)0]14' _,—1:1:] /\]_ % ] EO:]—XF*‘E Oo]:‘—%oﬂ /}jsﬂ 03?94 7;-354'(]5 Bang, 2014, S. Moon et al., 2007)_‘1:_

A A A 39 D A2 9% 39 128 B TS S T AU,

U sl shho 43 = ule} 2 ALesie] B Hoh 248 953 7|89 AFEdA THEA ¥ F

Ao Jep)azt stk TEo] o]gdt AL wESolrl= AT o9 BHEHE
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Eol A9 dFHA FE AFES HIRT oA FF9
Apgo] Al Zhq ol vk 3 A A sk
- Faog glog dFHUTL o] ffo® A 5ol
el 2 AAs= FRo HErt oAy F5S T4
o7 AY7se s sl FosH BEEda BuEgle
o, W2 AluSHlE HES ﬁxﬂﬁ"d AAo] T
FEE AskA Fe FRY "HEE FAsted Fas
Z-g3he Aol e AT
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AE ARE FolE oHi FEide Aog 4=
&S HolaS. Sohn & E. Kim, 2010), £3] So}=
gt AAF FEES IA oidste ez RuEty.
Chang, 2005, M. Um & H. Kim, 2011). #pe] tjsj
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| dthe B A7 dge, F57F E4F 9
a2 A¥H $5E YA ST Fed
24 og g 2 B
QN8 AGFE AR LA AT 0242 A
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olglg A YFS THHCE HHEEE FE ALY
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& FE A 4 9 EF Ui 5314 Aol
A e dE e, eyt HA A&
uEsg A ] ofike] 62%7F “gfrol dsHl AW FI7e
AgHNeH, A7 FHs MR A8 23 24 5
ol wl-$ AL oitte] 5] lth(National Assembly
Budget Office, 2007). TS HZole 9o} 451 A

4 FINE B FAHAOE AU, 3 PARS
FR0) v@ clao] £YHI Yok Yshe $uE 9
# WA Fhsta AU FAPY} PEe} ¥
2ol Y Fge] HIE 9gsT 471K ololg
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437 g ol o) BAT HuP o
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F Fo Axrt 7 *
o oy 7HA °§°—ju°ﬂ A TS S RSt
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A q7 wegto] thekstEa gl7] el ofo digh A S B9FE STdeE HEA BolA Hoyria &
Ql gdo] gFdEth 53] AAAT W V2% & o 2 A8 W] Yehde @delets siAEnh el
ToA ofHA] &5 el FUF E FAE H=3) §1A o] AS ALl dutEA 9] Zoto] o] & wEo 7
21 Foste W& 1 WHs 29E A9, 709 F A FE EHA AZstH FHY ds Foe) BEE
A7 B2, AEdHEHA), AAYG =¥ T GFS A4Y e #A7] 9P (gatekeeping) & FHIT= AT A
d8 oA Al ARAE 7HR oA 9] 8 Fefr) £ (S. M. Allen, & A. J. Hawkins, 1999; J. Fagan, & M.
Ao e nnst 7 AY F AR BRAE Barnett, 2003; O. Hauser, 2012)7} o] #-%-2] Bjzof &
T, BEE Zde] Wie Wl vepdte S 1A ety BA
& Uk npAEto 2 B Ao Ae v FE9 kel gt
FRo] oAl o8 g3y AEE 9y A SAA AL G5 Fojo] AAE Wgo g oFgd AA
T2 date A @A Utk F, dHo] AR 2l FH AMESY T84S FABIAL 5, FH o}
Al dshe Algte] Adideg 71 AS AgS ozt o k& tiste] HekstAl Aztstal ofolE A FS5T
AL, AlZE ARl FEHJA Ade FHol Hot T UE AFEEC] e o] Ty el dig A
HFHog Fogts Zlolth ol WHe AY dH S YiEE A AR & o dF BE WA 384
FAE 7P A Adste wkle] dste Alztelet Q FFS Foe Zolth oyd AT Ay 9ol A
AL Fe 71E9 A94(Y. Kwon, 2009) A#HE AA| 8= Bek AL #97] 24 HEo] A4 A Es 4
Aot} L3, OECD %7} T 989 dake ARt st A2 B WS ANske Aolgal szl oAl
2,092 Azkez 7pd 21 fEvete] F(OECD, 2013), @3, AEAhe @hsiA7)7] A ] Aol FUE
HAdo] o Ex}sﬂﬂcé}—t— A EA I = P e S B ) o= o]fojAol FIrk= Zlow, wWE &Y IS
TEAHQ 1F&e] Bods AN Aotk B A At SAAoa wAIH HAE AAFH FAl] Hrt
e 53 FH A9 AHA §580] A F5 P 7140 BAA Y] Ho] Basithe Aotk & &
g FANZge 285 AAEGer, olfs Axe of, ¥ A7 AdelA AAlE wvke} o] g FKol A
U-7tE A T 54 e AR ARl sk 3 AR FH ARE, & 5 v A vkS FEA
Ao TS Axste Aolgt & & Utk AAZR, dA) o] A3} Fol A7A SHEoA AAHoZ AlgPE oo}
A 71 S AY FTollv TEAIE §93F 59 Ao g Fao] A7)k
F35o] JTW. Sun, H. Kim, D. Kim, S. Oh, & S. AARZ, AeAdAs AL e ARAHYD A
Ahn, 2012). A%, FAELS A X*ZM FEHE A ZAY] ves AEAE AAR v A ATE F
23t e AAo|EE(Y. Kwon, 2009), 3343 A& Z3kaL lch(http:/ /www.seoulmaeul.org). & A}l A
FEA s o HHeE AR &Y EAWA el = AdHo R “mhg s FA5te] Fof, ALY, A7t F
o2 FHAME- RHASLE 9% w=Fo] A o] Foixok o &g HgEAEE A st AFREAA A7
& Aotk el 24 ARA AL W ool uk, Fg AMHE F
Sz Bele) Ao st B Ao Fojz Fol ofg] 74 AAHe|L SAHR] AAE ATk A
= 02 35 vl g Al JHS Hole 3 A ¥ AURE TACE AluS JEE HES FH wds 9
F7b X0l JdAth F, FHol HAAFHE TS & 3 FAHEe Edde vE, olgd nks FEAY IE
55 AEstn Felo] HAUAZ LA AARSA S 5 AdE A FEEe wgs A T 5 UL
dgs Fdste BEE, o5 oA &S Aoy B, FREE A FFol AAHA FAHNA vy &
A JoME tE AT FAREF v tE HEES o g A 2 IAA A4S FAst oy g 2l
Btk FHo & Aze] w9 Aa &5 Fo] FFEo| 25 7o g AAxHA Kok FEEHA JE Fon
02 opAEd HlF] 953 E5olx 78 F9le vebd itk mebs fejuete] A&t BAE st
HHol Ao A wEEA] Eata Fdo] fols B A717] SEME vk F5A AR 2 Ho F7]3 o]
st Aol AgstA Bes FAsIGen, EH 9 A I AAAR]D HEA 9] Thekst o] o] FojAofsitta
Alo] AAEFS kA Fated 3 EHIS B At dTh
th o] R A4S shioldxgtr dHe| F AAE AF7NA Y] =& vgoz B A7 2 714 A
AR AR Felo] & JojM F ¢ B FE 7 ol9} AHH F& AFE Y3 AAE 3 o 2
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