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The Case Analysis of Classroom Discourse Between Teacher and
Students in Middle School Science Class of the Solar System

Eun-Young Cho-Shin Han"

Korea National University of Education

Abstract : The purpose of this study was to analyze the interactive patterns between teacher and students
in middle school earthh science classroom, identify difference of discourse types between earthh science
classes taught by majored and non-majored teacher, find the relationship between the discourse pattern
and the type of teachers' questions. For that purpose, the participants in this study included four teachers
and their students of three middle schools in Seoul. The data consisted of two parts. First, we categorized
Interaction between teacher and students into the types of discourses by the use of Mortimer and Scott's
analytical framework(2003). Second, we classified teachers' questions into four different types of question
based on MNeill & Pimentel's classification scheme(2009) to examine for the relationship between the
discourse pattern and the type of teachers' questions. As a result, all teachers used
interactive/authoritative discourse most in middle school earth science class. Therefore, there was more
authoritative discourse to non-majored teacher in comparison with majored teacher. And study
demonstrated that the discourse pattern was more related to feedback about student's response rather
than the type of teachers' question. In other words, the dialogic discourse showed up more frequently
when the teacher used delayed feedback with positive and accepting attitude.

keywords : interactive pattern, discourse, question, feedback
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