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Comparison of paramedic image and its determinants

between paramedic and non—paramedic students
Jeong-Mi Park" - Su-Min Kim’
'Korean Emergency Medical Technicians Association

“Department of Emergency Medical Technology, Kyungil University

=Abstract =

Purpose: The purpose of the study was to identify differences in paramedic image and its determinants
between paramedic and non—paramedic students,

Methods: From September 18 to 26, 2013, data were collected from 146 universities students by using a
self—reported questionnaire,

Results: The mean paramedic image score was 4,22 for paramedic students and 3,89 for non—paramedic
students, The paramedic students had a more positive paramedic image than the non—paramedic
students, Among three subcategories of paramedic image, professional image was selected as the most
positive factor, The determinants of paramedic image differed between the paramedic and
non—paramedic students, The mean subjective determinants score showed higher than those of any
other determinants for both student groups,

Conclusion: The findings of this study showed that practical strategies are needed to promote a

positive paramedic image among non—paramedic students,
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Table 1. Images of paramedic according to general characteristics (N=146)
.. p
+
Characteristics Category n (%) M=+SD t/F (Scheffe)
Paramedic 67 (45.9) 4.22+0.43
Department ) 18.400 < .001
Non—paramedic 79 (54.1) 3.89+0.48
H&SS' 29 (19.9) 3.99+0, 44"
Engineering 33 (22.6) 3.80+0.47" 001
Professional Public health 10 (6.8) 3.86+0.51° 5.171 o < o)
FA&PE' 7 (4.8 4,04 +0.55"
Paramedic 67 (45.9) 4.224+0.43°
Male 81 (55.4) 3.98+0.48
Gender 3.368 .069
Female 65 (45.5) 4.12+0.48
Freshman 68 (46.6) 4.07+0.,54
Sophomore 39 (26.7) 4.02+0.41
Grade . 242 .867
Junior 30 (20.5) 4.00%+0.45
Senior 9 (6.2 4.12+0.50
Y 20 8.2 4.01£0.56
119 call es (8.2 . . 116 734
experience No 126 (91.8) 4.05+0.47
"H&SS: Humanities & social science
TRA&PE: Fine arts & physical education
ol H47h R Weterl(3.80%), SRR T AUtF(4423) w0 ek gHEsh)
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Table 2. Paramedic image between paramedic and non—paramedic students (N=146)
Paramedic students Non-paramedic
I (n=67) students Total
ems (n=79)
M+SD  Ranking M+SD Ranking M=%SD Ranking
Paramedics are skillful in CPR*, 4.67+0.61 1 4.19+0.76 6 4.41+£0.74 4
Paramedics are expert in their 4614054 2 4928+076 4 4434069 2
professional skills,
Paramedics are necessary, 4601057 3 4.52+0.59 1 455%+0.59 1
Paramedics have their professional 4554058 4 4304070 9 4424066 3
knowledge,
Professional i i
: rotessiona Paramedlcs. are Qomg valuable and 4554055 4 499+0.71 3 4414066 A
image heartwarming things,
Paramedics are always put their )y g g9 9 4974081 5 434408 6
patients life first
Paramedics are a patron of 4334061 11 4154068 9 4923+065 10
patient s life,
ziadramedlcs are mastery on the first 4424078 9 3 954 0.90 13 4164088 19
Subtotal 4.51£0.42 4.24+0.51 4.37+0.49
Jia]lorsamechcs are doing hardworking 4334058 1 4184079 7T 4954071 9
Paramedics have promptness, 4.51%+0,.56 6 4.09+0.,72 10 4,28+0.68 8
Paramedics are under the 4434058 7 4184079 7 4294072 7
continuous of tension,
Social Paramedics are strong in 4434055 7 4064074 11 4923+069 10
image responsibility,
Paramedics are very devoted, 4,16 £0.86 18 3.85+0.83 17 3.994+0.86 16
Paramedics have high level of social 9 4840.70 94 9 58+ 0,81 94 9534076 94
status,
Paramedics are a guardian angel, 4.21+0.68 17 3.92+0.84 14 4.05%£0.79 16
Paramedics have pride on their job, 4,3340,68 11 3.89+0.76 15 4.09+0.76 14
Subtotal 4.11+0.38 3.844+0.49 3.97+0.46
Paramedics are cooperative, 4.07£0.70 18 3.44£0.85 23 3.73%£0.85 22
Paramedics are trustworthy, 4.28+0.59 15 3.8940.87 15 4.07+0.79 15
Paramedics are taking up the 4074074 19 3714081 18 3.88+080 19
running,
Personal  p,amedics are cool person. 4244074 16 3.68+088 20 394+087 18
image
& Paramedics are very active, 4.33+0.63 11 3.96+0.79 12 4,13£0.75 13
Paramedics have friendly attitude, 4,00+0,85 21 3.61+0.82 21 3.79+0.86 20
Paramedics are altruistic, 3.91%+0.81 22 3.65+0.75 19  3.77%£0.79 21
Paramedics are honest, 3.81+0.85 23 3.54+0.74 22 3.04 £1,08 23
Subtotal 3.98+0.53 3.63+0.53 3.79 £0.56
Total 4.20+0.39 3.90+0.45 4,04 +£0.46

‘CPR: Cardiopulmonary resuscitation
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Table 3. Image determinants of paramedic between paramedic and non—paramedic students

(N=146)
Paramedic Non—paramedic
students students Total
Determinants (n=67) (n=79)
M=*SD Ranking M=+SD  Ranking M=%SD  Ranking

Trustworthy of paramedic
Direct contact of paramedic
Kindness of paramedic
Promptness of paramedic

Subjective Paramedic's consideration of

factor patients' condition
Paramedic's sacrifices and
service mind

4.22+0.69 3
4.16+0.75 4
406+073 10
4.12+0.64 7

416+ 0.64 4

4.07+0.70 9

4.06 +0.79 5 414075 4

3.89 +0.96 9 4.,01+0.88 8
3.92 £0.79 8 3.99x0.77 10
4,22 +0.67 1 4.17+0.66 2
4.15+0.78 2 4.16+0.72 3

410 +0.81 4 4.09x0.76 6

Role of paramedic 4.25+0.65 3.99+0.79 4.11 £0.74 5
Activeness of paramedic 4.24+0.69 2 4.15+£0.76 419 £0.74
Subtotal 4.16+0.51 4,06 £0.59 4.10 £0.56

Uniform of paramedic
Paramedic's conditions of

3.94+0.83 12

. employment
Systematic . o
Shift system of paramedic's
factor
duty

Academic qualification of
paramedic

3.97+0.71 11

316097 15

3.54+£0.80 14

3.44+093 13 3.68+0.88 12

361091 11 3,76 +£0.89 1

3.28+0.94 14 3.23+£0.96 14

2.77+£0.01 15 312x099 15

Subtotal

3.656+0.54

3.27 £ 0.57 3.44 +0.59

Described in teleplay
Media Described in newspaper
factor account

Self—image of paramedic

4124+ 0.86 7
4.16+0.73 4
3.756+0.72 13

3.96 £0.83 7 403085 7

3.89 £0.89 9 4.01+0.83 8

3.59+0.88 12 366082 13

Subtotal

4.01+0.58

3.81+0.64 3.90 £0.62

Total 3.94+0.42

3.71+0.46 3.82 +0.46
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Table 4, Difference of paramedic image and Image determinants between paramedic and non

paramedic students (N=146)
Paramedic Non—paramedic
Variables students students " »
M=£SD M=SD
Professional image 4.49+0.42 4.19+0.51 14.160 <.001
Image of R
. Social image 4,124+0.38 3.80+0.51 17,181 <.001
paramedic
Personal image 4,05+0.60 3.69+0.54 15,094 <.001
Total 4.22+0.43 3.89+0.48 18,400 <.001
Subjective factor 3.87+0,.51 4,06+ 0.59 1,205 274
Image Systematic factor 3.65 10,54 3.27+ 0,57 16.568  <.001
determinants
Media factor 4.01+0.58 3.81+0.64 3.688 557
Total 3.94 +0.42 3.71+0.46 9.052 .003
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