Korean J. of Child Studies www.childkorea.or.kr
Vol. 36, No. 3, 195-213, June 2015 PISSN1226-1688
DOI : dx.doi.org/10.5723/KJCS.2015.36.3.195 eISSN2234-408X

AR TeAe aAaS T ML GAIT
folade] ZeAE Ae FYow

A Study of Developing Key Contents for Self Directed Teacher Education
Program with Project : Focused on Project-implementing
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ABSTRACT

This study aims to uncover what kinds of difficulties preschool teachers are now confronted with
when they begin to implement project based learning with young children, in order to develop contents
for teacher education programs. From July 2012 to February, 2013, 9 teachers participated in
implementing projects in preschool classrooms. For data generation and interpretation, observations of
class projects, tape-recordings of teacher conferences, and interviews with the teachers were made. The
findings were as follows: teachers’ uncertainty regarding project itself, teachers themselves, child
competence, and its sustainableness were the most critical obstacle to hinder the teachers in
implementing self directed projects with young children. The results imply that the teachers’ belief in
child competence in doing projects is of great significance; their view that it is very difficult for them
to do projects without viewing young children a co-constructor of knowledge. Therefore, the key
element in developing contents for teacher education programs should include a richer understanding of

young children’ competence.
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