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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research is to understand the relationship between children’s affective empathy,
their mother’s cognitive and affective empathy, and children’s prosocial behavior; as well as to
examine ways of enhancing children’s prosocial behavior by analyzing the factors affecting its
development. The results of this study may be summarized as follows. First, girls generally had higher
levels of empathetic ability and pro-social behavior than boys. Secondly, there was not to be no
significant correlation between the children’s affective empathetic ability and the mothers’ cognitive
and affective empathetic abilities. However, there was a significant association between the affective
empathy of the children and the mothers’ cognitive empathetic abilities with the children’s prosocial
behavior. Thirdly, both the affective empathy of the children and the mothers’ cognitive empathy

predicted the level of the children’s prosocial behavior.
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Sote] MMN BZEE, ofojulel Bzks3 o Kolo| A #S 7ie| 2| 7
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o] frofo] FALSH Fof nAE JEgH S A 2. F012| Aedoy| [ F0}2) MMA Z2i=adn}
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wole] A9 Ht 224(SD = 033) 2.2 Ve

frotel AMA Faked, oy Ik, v, A met Aot Sl Ao vyt
frote] XAte] A fFe] Auka g tis) & (¢ = 348, p < 01). TG frole] FALSA g F

(Table 1) Descriptive statistics for variables (N = 223)
Variables Total range M(SD)
Child’s affective empathy ability 1~3 2.32(0.33)
Mother’s empathy Cognitive empathy ability -5 1.17(0.14)
ability Affective empathy ability 1.85(0.17)
Child’s prosocial behavior 1~4 3.15(0.43)

(Table 2) Difference in child's affective empathy ability and child's prosocial ability by child’s

gender (N = 223)
Gender N M SD t
Girls 109 2.40 0.32
Child’s affective empathy ability 3.48"*
Boys 114 2.24 0.33
Girls 109 3.28 0.37
Child’s prosocial behavior 4.54***
Boys 114 3.03 0.45

**p < .01 ***p < .001.
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(Table 3) The correlations between child's affective empathy ability, mother's empathy ability

and child's prosocial behavior (N = 223)
1 2 3 4
Child’s affective empathy ability 1. Total 1
2. Cognitive empathy ability .02 1
Mother’s empathy ability
3. Emotional affective empathy ability =~ -.04 39%* 1
Child’s prosocial behavior 4. Total 26%* 17" .05 1

Note. Dummy variable: Gender(Male = 0, Female = 1)

*p < .05 **p < 0L
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(Table 4) The associations among child's gender, child's affective empathy ability, mother’s

cognitive empathy ability, and child's prosocial behavior (N = 223)
Child’s prosocial behavior
Modell Model2 Model3
B B B B g
Child’s gender -10.45 -20%** -8.78 -25% -8.50 -24%**
Child’s affective empathy ability 61 20%* 61 20"
Mother’s cognitive empathy ability .63 15%
R*(Adjusted R?) .09(.08) 13(.12) A5(.14)
AR? 09%** 04** 02"
F 20.45%** 15.57*** 12.59***

Note. Dummy variable: Gender(Male = 0, Female = 1)

*p < .05 **p < .01. ***p < .001.
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