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Abstract

Purpose. The purposed of this study was done to DNR attitude and terminal care performance
among hospital nurses.

Methods. The participants were 207 nurses working in hospital nurses in D and G cities. Data on
DNR attitude and terminal care performance were collected via questionnaire between April 2015
and July 2015. Data analysis was done with SPSS 12.0 program and included one-way ANOVA,
independent t-test, and Pearson correlation.

Result. DNR attitude of participants in this study were shown to have high levels (DNR attitude:
M=32.64/60, SD=6.14). Terminal care performance of participants in this study were shown to have
poor levels (physical M=20.72/32, SD=3.77, psychological M=20.26/32, SD=3.85, spiritual
M=9.62/24, SD=3.65). The attitude of the hospital nurse was significantly different according to the
marital status. The terminal care performance was significantly different according to experience of
terminal care. The DNR attitude by nurses was positively correlation to physioloical terminal care
performance(r=.137, p<.049) but the relationship between the psychological terminal care perform-
ance(r=.016, p=.815) and spiritual terminal care performance showed no correlation(r=-.099,
p=.157).

Conclusion. The results of this study indicate that it is necessary to increase DNR attitude and to

encourage terminal care performance among hospital nurses.

Key Words: DNR attitude, Hospital nurse, Terminal care attitude.
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Table 1. The Demographic Characteristics of participants and the Characteristis related to ethical attitude

to DNR and terminal care performance N=207
Characteristics Frequency % Mean+SD
Age(yrs) 28.81+6.68
<25 90 433
26 - 30 58 27.9
>30 59 28.4
Liligion
Christianity 25 12.0
Catholicism 12 5.8
Buddhism 62 29.8
None & Others 108 51.8
Marriage
Not married 142 68.3
Married 65 31.7
Working unit
Internal medicine ward 74 35.6
Surgery ward 25 12.0
ICU = 78 37.5
ERT 18 8.7
Others 12 5.8
Work experience at hospital(years) 6+6.09
1-5 123 59.1
6 - 10 45 21.6
1< 39 18.8
Experience of family death
Yes 146 70.2
No 61 293
Experience of terminal care
Yes 148 71.2
No 59 28.4
Experience of terminal care education
Yes 66 31.7
No 141 67.8
Frequency of terminal care
<10 54 26.0
11 - 20 49 23.6
>21 104 50.0

* [CU: Intensive Care Unit, ¥ ER: Emergency Room

Table 2. Degree of Ethical attitude to DNR and terminal care performance among three domains.

N=207

Dimensions Minimum Mazimum Mean+SD Observe range
Ethical attitude to DNR 1.00 3.00 1.63+0.31 1-3
Terminal care perfomance

Physical 1.00 4.00 2.59+0.47 1-4

Psycological 1.25 4.00 2.53+0.48 1-4

Spiritual 1.00 4.00 1.60+0.61 1-4

Subtotal 1.42 3.79 2.24+0.38 1-4
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Table 3. Differences of ethical attitude to DNR and terminal care performance levels according to

General Characteristics N=207
Ethical attitude Terminal care
Characteristics to DNR t or F(p) perfomance t or F(p)
M=SD M=SD
Age(yrs)
<25 33.08+5.49 2.253(.108) 50.10+£7.19 1.788(.170)
26~30 33.38+7.00 49.6249.23
>30 31.2246.04 52.3249.27
Liligion
Christianity 30.08+6.23 2.000(.115) 50.40+6.99 .556(.645)
Catholicism 33.50+5.57 52.58+8.16
Buddhism 32.35+£5.78 49.65+8.63
Others 33.29+6.19 50.60+8.44
Marriage
Not married 33.30+5.64 2.345(.020)* 50.59+7.83 -.001(.999)
Married 31.17+6.94 50.60+9.73
Working unit
Internal medicine ward 32.23+5.87 1.018(.399) 49.1148.18 2.003(.096)
Surgery ward 32.3246.56 48.48+9.44
Intensive care unit 33.64+6.31 52.134+7.89
Emergency room 31.56+5.75 51.17+9.85
Others 30.83+£5.75 53.42+7.73
Work experience at hospital(years)
1~5 32.93£5.62 401(.670) 50.04+7.76 2.004(.137)
6~10 32.02+7.51 50.02+9.03
11< 32.38+6.14 53.03£9.56
Experience of family death
Yes 32.25+5.67 -1.403(.162) 51.10+8.77 1.312(.191)
No 33.56£7.12 49.41+7.54
Experience of terminal care
Yes 32.67+6.09 .134(.894) 50.56+£8.22  2.253(.025)*
No 32.54+6.32 50.62+8.57
Experience of terminal care education
Yes 33.33£5.85 1.124(.263) 51.10+8.77 -.045(.964)
No 32.30+6.27 49.41+7.54
Frequency of terminal care
<10 31.50+5.47 1.601(.204) 49.83+8.07 2.691(.070)
11~20 31.43+6.19 48.71+7.31
>21 33.32+6.41 51.88+8.97
©] 7% DNRO| thgh &4 = 47} ¢ 3.4. DNRo|| tfgh {214 =9} 57543
otk YFNELWVHEL YFNE AP & |
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Table 4. Correlation Coefficients of ethical attitude to DNR and terminal care performance

N=207

Ethical attitude to DNR

Terminal care performance

Physiological .137(.049) *

Psychological .016(.815)

Spiritual -.099(.157)
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