REVIEW ARTICLE SN 2288-158 1
Journal of Digestive Cancer Reports 3(2):95-100, http://www.gicancer.or.kr
2015

General Public Awareness of Digestive Cancer Disease in Korea

Sang—Woo Cha

Gastrointestinal Cancer Center, Soonchunhyang University Seoul Hospital, Department of Internal Medicine,
Soonchunhyang University College of Medicine, Seoul, Korea

Currently, inappropriate information regarding cancer is being disseminated indiscreetly via the media and Internet. Many
people are confused due to the mixed presence of facts and misinformation concerning cancer. Owing to the flood of
information, especially that concerning gastrointestinal cancer (the most common cancer in Korea), patients with gastro-
intestinal cancers, their family members, and medical staff, as well as the general public, are faced with a number of pro-
blems in understanding, treating, and overcoming this type of cancer. Therefore, investigating the level of recognition for
and understanding of gastrointestinal cancers among these populations is very important for the prevention, diagnosis,
and management of this disease. This review article investigated the differences in the recognition levels of the general
understanding, prevention, quality of life, pain control, and the ethical issues of gastrointestinal cancer treatment among the
general public, patients with gastrointestinal cancers, their family members, and medical staff via surveys.
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Table 1. Respondents’ general characteristics (N=645)

N (%)
Total no. of respondent 645
GI cancer patients and 236 (36.6)
their family
Patients 111 (47.0)
Patient’s family 125 (53.0)
Medical staff 222 (34.4)
doctor 107 (48.2)
nurse 115 (51.8)
Generalpublic 187 (29.0%)
Sex
male/female 270/375 (41.9/58.1)
Age, mean=SD, yr 41.2+14.58
Religion
yes/no 305/336/4 (47.3/52.1/0.6)

Level of education

above college degree 443 (68.7)
Level of house income
high/middle/low/no answer 40/369/128/108
(6.2/57.2/19.8/16.7)
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Table 4. Responses for national Gl cancer screening program
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