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Middle school Teacher’s Perception on ‘Free Leaming Semester’

Kim Jinseob - Moon Seongbae*
(Pusan National University, Busan 609—735, Korea)

ABSTRACT

This study aimed to investigate how middle school teachers perceived major features of the ‘Free Learning
Semester'. In 2013, the Free Learning Semester has been proposed by Korean government to provide students
with the educational programs which deals with various activities in classroom in order to increase student's
learning ability. The Free Learning Semester helps students to figure out their dreams and develops their talents.
The government plans to expand the Free Learning Semester to all middle schools by 2016. Since teacher’s
perception is an important matter in the application of the Free Learning Semester, this study seeks to document
the changes in curriculum by observing the perception of teachers in the school that implemented the Free
Learning Semesters and those that did not implemented the Free Learning Semesters. 172 teachers from nine
middle schools in Busan that their school schedules allowed were surveyed. Two school which operated the
Free Learning Semester were compared to seven schools which did not operate the Free Learning Semester.
The results are summarized as follows:

First, almost all (97.7%) teachers in the Free Learning Semester schools have completed a training whereas
74.6% of the teachers in the non-Free Learning Semester schools have not. The usefulness of the training was
satisfactory, but the teachers in the Free Learning Semester Schools wanted more practical help with the
curriculum. Second, the result, which was statistically significant(p<.05), revealed that the first grade second
semester of middle school was the best time to implement the Free Learning Semester. In order for its
successful establishment in schools, there needs to be a reliable and effective evaluation system. However, the
results regarding the introduction and management of the new system were not statistically significant. Lastly,
in the Free Learning Semester Schools, the changes in teachers’ perception were statistically significant (p<.05).
The results show that the teachers need the training and the teacher's community to implement the curriculum
and set a basis for valuation.
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Table 2, Experience of Training about the Free Learning Semester

Number/Percent(%)

Division Demographic X p
not taken taken Total
Male 27(69.2) 12(30.8) 39(100.0)
School type Female 49(71.0) 20(29.0) 69(100.0) 31.57 000+
Coeducation 19(29.7) 45(70.3) 64(100.0)
Less than 10 years 26(61.9) 16(38.1) 42(100.0)
Teaching
Career Between 10 and 20 years 23(57.5) 17(42.5) 40(100.0) 532 958
more than 20 years 45(50.0) 45(50.0) 90(100.0)
t 122 45(97. 46(100.
Group Operated (22) 5(97.8) 6(100.0) %621 000%%
Not-operated 94(74.6) 32(25.4) 126(100.0)
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Table 3. Effect of Training about the Free Learning Semester

Number(N=77)

Division

Most Better Average Worse Total X P
Group Operated 9 25 7 3 45 1067 010+
Not-operated 1 13 16 2 32

*¥p<.01
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Division ~ Demographic 1-1 1-2 2-1 22 3-1 3-2 X p
Semester Semester Semester Semester Semester Semester
e 10 10 7 5 3 3
(26.3) (263) (18.4) (13.2) 1.9) (1.9)
School 16 23 12 8 6 4
type Female (23.2) (33.3) (17.4) (11.6) 8.7) (5.8) 9.63 470
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Table 5. Merit of Composition & Management of Curriculum
Factor N Percent

® Magnification of career exploration 118 36.8

@ Autonomous arrangement and management of curriculum 88 274

@ Increase of creative experience 49 15.3

@ Management of common, autonomous course 45 14.0

® Without having mid-term or final exams. 21 6.5

Total 321 100.0
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Table 6. Preference of Operating Model

19

Number (N=142)

Division Demographic Club Art‘ . Chosen Career Mixed X ? p
Activi Physical progrart exploration Model
ty Activity by student P
Male 1 4 10 9 9
School Female 11 6 11 11 17 7.20 0.71
type
Coeducation 7 5 10 15 16
less than 10 years 6 5 12 5 11
Teaching
between 10 and 20 years 3 5 5 9 10 2427 0.17
Career
more than 20 years 10 5 14 20 22
Operated 5 2 6 10 16
Group 5.14 0.40
Not-operated 14 13 25 25 26
thof AJESHE G7FE 05l Egol B X Y o4 A - ARLSS WA BeT Bt
2t ek
uheba] g - S WellA B4 efd, BEE & 6) XtRE7IMOIM wAte] g
det, Ag- A, A Z=AE Sk A3 E5 WARYl ke st B W@yt Thol=
E}‘”Zﬂ(ﬁF’o@ % A ¢ ToE dsugy - AR v’k ApE Aew(p<0s), 1 2
Table 7. Role of Teacher in the Free Learning Semester
Number (N=172)
Division ~ Demographic collaboration Caree}r Planning & Assistance  Management X p
. exploration . of Career of school etc.
of subjects . . Estimation .
in region teacher register
Male 3 16 14 5 0 1
School
Female 12 24 30 3 0 0 14.29 .096
type
Coeducation 8 15 37 3 1 0
less than 10 4 7 3 4 0 0
years
Teaching  between 10 6 9 21 3 0 0 1974 546
Career and 20 years
more than 20 3 13 0 3 | 0
years
Operated 8 11 26 0 0 1
Group 1040 .040%
Not-operated 15 44 55 11 1 0

*p<.05
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Table 8, Satisfaction for Operation of the Free Learning Seme
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Demographic p
Sa\t/izge d Satisfied Neutral Unsatisfied X
Male 1(12.5) 6(75.0) 1(12.5) 0(0.0)
Gender 1.31 .654
Female 6(15.8) 20(52.6) 12(31.6) 0(0.0)
less than 10 years 1(7.1) 10(71.5) 3(21.4) 0(0.0)
Teaching
Career between 10 and 20 years 0(0.0) 5(50.0) 5(50.0) 0(0.0) 8.57 316
more than 20 years 6(27.3) 11(50.0) 5(22.7) 0(0.0)
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Table 9. Difficulty of Estimation of the Free Learning Semester

Teaching Career Number (N=46)

Between 10 and X p
Division Less than 10 years 20 years more than 20 years

Uncertain Basis

of Estimation 3 2 3
Management of School register 0 2 2
Insufficiency of Region Infrastructure 4 2 5
Overwork of 3 4 12 17.87 176
Making a Program
of oo : : °
Ete. 2 0 0

Table 10. Change of Student from Teachers' Standpoint

Teaching Career Number (N=46)

Less than 10 Between 10 and 20 more than 20 X P
Division years years years
Recognition of oneself & Career 7 5 15
Cooperation with Schoolmate 2 3 3
Satisfaction of Learning & School life 4 2 4 4.59 .849
Positive Participation during a Class 0 0 0
Etc. 2 0 0
4) XtRet7|Mol et wAtel ofsi= 3t 5) Xt2et7|m LS Hsh sHZsHor & ntx(Z
AHFE7IA gt wARS] ofsfe WSS dohe g &8
ok e Ask wlaalH, Ag3 Al ofg Al ANl AG3AS 9 Sdsier & B

Zre} gepl Aol tigh A= Table 11949} 2 2= 34 i‘ﬂ ylo] a4, sta drel 34, A9
o] Lon|3l zjo|E Ho|x] Yfrhp>.05). Lt ABIR YRS o, YeRd Q4 ARRS Table 12
TEEY A gt QA FUMe doR o] b}EM%‘iiEk gt o] sHome UubuALY]
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T dH, T muT o
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o] 'S'
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2 7+ e A 7HA =HtkEEE 5 2 dAle z=ad B mrd Y B By wsy)

014)= em el 2o, He sl AEE we, stad A=Al )



22 2K - 2

Table 11, Change a Shift in the Free Learning Semester

Number (N=45)

Teaching Career

Between | 2 X P
Division Less than 10 years etween 10 and 20 more than 20 years
years
Activation of | 0 |
School Organization
Necessity of
. 5 2 6
Career Teaching
Recognition of 7 8 14 8.18 950
Career Aptitude
Connection of 0 0 )
Region Infrastructure
Etc. 1 0 0
Table 12. Complement for the Free Learning Semester
) Number (N=90)
Teaching
2
e Career Less than 10~ Between 10 and 20  more than 20 X p
Division years years years
Reduction of
. 8 6 13
Executive Work
In- Complement & Development of 3 ) )
school Teachers' Training
Reinforcement of Experience-Based ) | 3
Creative Activity
Management of | 0 0
School Register
Development of Block Time System 5 5 9 3591 .673
Out of
School Complement of 5 i |
Education Course
Expansion of
Career Counselor 0 0 !
Agreement of ) 0 |
Students' Parents
Region
Connection of Region 0 4 6

Infrastructure
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