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Criticism of Landscape Urbanism
- Focused on Internal Structures of the Discourse -

Kim, Youngmin
Dept. of Landscape Architecture, University of Seoul

ABSTRACT

As the influence of Landscape Urbanism has grown, various criticisms on the discourse also have increased. A study
on critical opinions of Landscape Urbanism is necessary to fully comprehend the theoretical structure of the discourse
and its limitations. This study introduced the concept of Intension and Extension, which is used in the field of Logics
and Semiotic, as an analytical tool to interpret various criticisms based on different views in a more objective and synthetic
way. After examining the development of criticisms of Landscape Urbanism, 30 texts with important critiques on the theory
were selected and analyzed. Criticisms can be classified as internal criticism and external criticism according to specific
topics they are engaged with. The study only covers internal criticism as a research scope.

The internal criticisms on Landscape Urbanism are re-categorized into topics of theory, practice and the relation between
theory and practice. Vagueness of concepts and error in concepts are two types criticism related to the issue of theory.
Lexical Ambiguity and Intensional Vagueness are the main causes of conceptual vagueness in Landscape Urbanism.
Conceptual vagueness related with the problem of redefining an existing concept through expanding its meaning reveals
a structural dilemma. There are three types of criticism included in the topic of practice: absence of practical results,
form-oriented practice, and ambiguous identity in practical results. Ambiguous identity is caused by Extensional Vagueness
allowing borderline cases. Because these borderline cases overlap with extensions of landscape architecture, it is hard to
differentiate projects of Landscape Urbanism and those of conventional landscape architecture. Most criticisms on the relation
between theory and practice raise the question on the practical method. Two types of criticism are engaged with the topic
of the practical method: errors in practical methods and absence of practical methods. The absence of practical methods
is a fundamental problem of Landscape Urbanism which is hard to solve by the proposed solutions. However, these structural
problems are not only the weak point but also the factor that is able to prove the potentials expand the scope of Landscape
Urbanism. In addition to the results of the study, internal criticisms on Landscape Urbanism should be examined in the
following studies in order to predict the next direction of Landscape Urbanism.

Key Words: New Urbanism, Practical Theory, Internal Criticism, Intension and Extension
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urbanism

Name Contents Type of Criticism
Shane, G. (2003) Ignoring social justice and equity issues Social aspects
Mcloskey, K. (2005) Risk of reductive control, overrating ecology Method
Gray, H. *(Shane, 2006:70) Absence of small scale strategies Practice

Shane, G. (2006)

Inability to address the issue of urban morphologies and settlement pattern

Practice, method

Weller, R. (2006)

Rhetorical and ambiguous concepts, unsubstantial works on the ground

Concept, practice, method

Mostafavi, M. “(Martin, 2007:41)

Problems in traversing different scales

Method

Weller, R. (2007)

Overrating operational performance, rhetoric method and unpersuasive formal alternatives,
not much influence in urbanism

Concept, practice, method

Gray, C. (2007)

Not manifested in projects, contradictions in concepts, conflicts in theory and practice,
overrating data analysis, conventional spatial results

Concept, practice, method

Weller, R. (2008)

Unclear attitude on sprawl, risk of indeterminacy

Concept, practice, method

Machado, R. (Waldheim, 2009:70)

Absence of formal alternatives

Practice

Ulam, A. (2009)

Discussion on high line: private and public ownership, negative impact on neighborhood,
high operation cost

Social aspects

Palmboom, F. (2010)

Conceptual misinterpretation, conflation of disciplines, separated form and process rationale,
neglecting architectonic dimensions

Concept, practice, method

Drake, S. C. (2010)

Ambiguous identity, uncertain outcome and effect, absence of clear methods, form orientated results

Concept, practice, method

De Meulder, B. and Shannon, K.
(2010)

Rhetorical and ambiguous concepts, need of high level of control, no experienced and
phenomenological projects

Concept, practice, method

Steiner, F. and Almy, D. (2010)

Ambiguous identity

Concept

Doherty, G. (2010)

Oversimplifying diverse aspects of urban greens

Sustainability, regionality

Scott, G. “(Drake, 2010:54)

Ambiguous identity

Concept

Zoh, K. (2010)

Difficulties in applying to different contexts

Regionality

Pae, J. (2012)

Unclear theoretic framework, absence of formal alternatives, ambiguous identity, difficulties
in applying to different contexts

Concept, practice, method,
regionality

Thompson, I H. (2012)

Risk of logical error, formal focus, lack of clear solutions, risk of town and country binary
rationale, overrating nature, risk of natural autonomy, lack of consideration of social aspects,
too american, neglecting history

Concept, practice, social
aspects, regionality

Lindholm, G. “(Thomposn, 2012:9)

Ambiguous identity

Concept

Duany, A. and Talen, E. (2013)

Ambiguous concepts, continuation of modernist rationale, unproven practice, neglecting
history, overstating ecological values, metaphoric ecological concepts, economically unsustainable,
lack of scientific proof, ignoring social activities

Concept, practice, method,
social aspects, sustainability

Kelbaugh, D. (2013)

Formal focus, overstating ecological values, suitable for high-end spatial products, lack of
social consideration, unsustainable in terms of larger system

Concept, practice, method,
social aspects, sustainability

Payton, N. L. (2013)

Ambiguous identity, neglecting history, accepting sprawl, no consideration for code, superficial
solution, ignoring daily urban life, formal focus, biased view on urbanism

Concept, practice, method,
social aspects

Talen, E. (2013)

Falsity of indeterminacy, continuation of modernist rationale, logical inconsistency, neglecting
history, overstating ecological aspects, lack of social consideration

Concept, practice, method,
social aspects, sustainability

Duany, A. (2013)

Accepting sprawl, superficial solution for sustainability, overstating ecological footprint

Concept, practice,
sustainability

Kunstler, J. H. (2013)

Intentionally confusing concept, supporting sprawl, continuation of modernist rationale, criticism
on lu practice, neglecting architectural dimensions, economically unsustainable

Concept, practice,
sustainability

Murrain, P. (2013)

Neglecting history, supporting ineffective green space, ignoring importance of public life

Concept, practice, social
aspects

Solomon, D. (2013)

Conceptual ambiguity, bias on figure/ground approach, superficial solution for infrastructural
spaces, lack of logic behind formal solution

Concept, practice, method

Mehaffy, M. (2013)

Metaphoric concept, supporting auto-based sprawl, overstating aesthetic aspects, lack of

Concept, practice, social

social consideration, continuation of modernist rationale aspects
HilL K. and Larsen, L. (2013) Conceptual amblguﬁy, accepting sprawl, lack of scientific proof, no alternative model for Concept, practice, social
urbanism to be implemented aspects
Rios, M. (2013) Neglecting social inequity Social aspects

Morenas, L. (2013)

Risk of neglecting regionality, aggravating social inequity of green amenity

Regionality, social aspects

* The mark indicates the source where the criticism was cited.
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o]t} ukxkE (Rodolfo Machado) & Bl EAA| 0] ojnlEo)
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Azte}t F5iek ApdA] S HolA] Xttt vlgo|t} 23 (Gary
Soott) ZHo|U 9} gl HEAA O ol F HFA <
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2 Azt Zue 7129 2] ©d] Al d&
Feehs 49 Aoty v (Corner, 2006:29), 7
A 2L Fdoly Y9 T TAlY FEAA g
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Figure 4. Concept model of landscape urbanism, landscape architecture, and broader cases
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3% 9]
Ho 7 FEIUTHKim, 1985). A H H|Fo|et B 2E &
B AAE 2O Be dA9 97 24E 7
Ao}, 7, 24, 4, F4 Fo 23& 45
of WA A v FaF WY, F2F vy
(Rene Wellek)oll 9Jafl 7ol A2l ch(Wellek, 1963). otk &
WAA mgo] s E Adoz A HH AES AA =
g, ol #3 AEFS ASH A40E HY FEY P4 9o &
Asks AFSIA oA AAY £4& FHORE & HFo|tH(Kim,
1985). HE2AO|Z ojuZe] wAFd ZAs|E WA v#s} 9
A HHo g FRI FHLS o}k uly FdA IS W
g Q)= Pou, B Aol AAS WA vz A )
o] oo WAIA wHG A A wHFG zpo|rt ok £ A
o WAA mEe PAF W] 2E AA e 2o akst
o ZAFE st A fAEHA o2 A, W 2 5 9
2o YA 14 249 22 Alole] #A F AA i HjFS
oju| g},

\.T.\l.

IA e, EAE ‘99 REAo|tH(Camnap, 1955). AAE
24 B354 o|tHCarney and Scheer, 1980:265). ©]& =&t
e 3 ldel o Al WEE 7HH g3Ad uE Ad
AgollA EAsE ARdA oo gh(lexical ambiguousness) 2
A U Aol o7 A o 9uE AHE uf B3]
‘A4 o FH(contextual ambiguousness)' E THA] L tH(Carney
and Scheer, 1980:266). AbZ o ugts} Weha] o sHd 4
O BYHAE etk #WEE dujdge] BT w I g
Al ARFoZ ofufd fube) gloh AT e AREoA
Ao AFAH R ofjujet de] A WA O ofujsiAE &t
MZ O §99 Rage FE39 veld £ dnh & WxA

o2 H3sHM WEgdoRy REE
o|Z ojuil 9] JMdel N LA = Eeg

ps

s

b 2 b

C

S =

2 RIEHA ARIHOR ofufd 5

%2
o

dl2]tt(Jacques Derrida) 7F 92 1o19] z}o](différence)
o} FEEE A9 (différance) o1 2He AZo S HEod S A
Aol SEw, F37F "9 138l =o]ss B (discours)
< Azol= oA U Aoje] Halel= A3 thE uR A
Aod Ndez Za ) g th(Foucault, 1982).

. 3AF, AR e tgd EAEAAM dehde AsaA o]

T oAuiEe AMde oFF JHRE FEIIGeH, FEAS HA)
ojol= ThE W0 R o}F 7k MEES Al vt Adtk(Kang
al, 2008: Kang and Choi, 2011). 90 F&FE o]#d o
o AdEC] AAEE FUI A A A EEHAY
AHE AA7 J5S HAFUHKim and Jeong, 2014).

rlo

202 D il (K

L TUS gESYL V1T A AAe HRsEA, 1947 2 &

ZHE7E A F=e] ZUE 2ANAMTEH AELA L ofnt
Uzl tigk =07k AlZE 1990t Fuk v=e] AR E 7
&4 2702 43 rh(Waldheim, 2002:6).
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