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(ABSTRACT>

An Interpretation to the Shamanic Myth Chilseongpul-i based
on Jung’s Analytical Psychology

Young Hee Kim"

Chilseongpul-i is a Korean shamanic myth in which the life story full of hard-
ships of seven sons is told, until they will take up the sacredness of Chilseong
god.

The seven sons, who were born from Chilseongnim and his wife Okneo-
buin, are abandoned by their father, Chilseongnim. But sometime later they
are born with new characters after going through a special growth process of
suffering, dying, and rebirth. They finally recover the sacred position to save
their mother.

As considered by the analytical psychology, the fact that the seven sons be-
came Chilseong gods shows an individuation process of the heroic mythology.
The individuation process might be regarded as a symbol of Self-archetype of
Koreans. Self-archetype functions as a healing which gets one’s split heart and
mind together. An imago dei of healers should be projected upon the seven
gods by ancestors.

KEY WORDS : Chilseongpul-i - Chilseong God - The individuation process -
Self-archetype.
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