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A Comparative study of the funeral culture
according to an aging society between Korea and Japan
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Abstract Abstract Social pathologic phenomenon such as low fertility, nuclear family and one person households
seems to be on the rise as Korea moves towards being an aging society. We think many trouble is expected to
be exit as aging society progresses, but there were few studies about an aging society, especially funeral culture.
Appearance of the aging society in Korea similarly follows the course of Japan. So we studied about similar
funeral culture of aging society in Japan and prepared for the funeral culture in Korea. This study will suggest a
gaze on realistic objective point of view, through the way to illustrate exactly the concept of “funeral for family
(5R1%%8)” among Japanese funeral culture(Syukacheu(#4%), Chyokusou(EH%8) and funeral for family(SRfEZE)) and
will be expected to be an important guide for leading the funeral culture in Korea occur due to aging in future.
And this study will give a chance to ruminate on our’s funeral attitude about the deceased’s dignity.
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Fig 1. Japan's demographic change(1950-2010)
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Table 1. Korea compared to the total population by
demographic aging population ratio (2010-2060)
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Fig 2. Aging progression compared to Korea and Japan
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