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Standards and Technological Innovation:
Research Issues and Prospects

Tae Kyung Sung

Abstract : The paper reviews the precedent studies on the relationship between
standards and technological innovation. First of all, the paper defines standards,
standardization, and technological innovation, respectively. Since standards have been
considered as an obstacle in technological innovation, whether standards can promote
innovation, or vice versa, 1s addressed. In addition, the role of standards and
standardization in technological innovation is reviewed at the following levels: the stage
of innovation, the type of innovation, and the macro or institutional aspect. Based on the
above, the paper introduces at a glance the articles published in the special issue of
Journal of Technology Innovation on the standards. Finally, the research questions to be

studied in the future are presented.

Key Words : Standards, Standardization, Relationship between standards and technological

innovation, Conversing technology, New standards economy
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