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Instrumental Perspectives in Discourse and Practice of
Public Engaged ST Governance: Case Study on
UK Public Deliberations

Yunjeong Lee

Abstract : Various concepts and practices of public deliberation have been exercised
over the last three decades in western countries for science and technology (ST)
governance. There has been a general social consensus for the need of such new
governance notwithstanding, ends and means to achieve it varied. Among various
rationales, while normative and substantive perspectives are explicitly claimed in public
as reasons for public engagement in ST policy making, instrumental perspectives tend to
be implicitly arranged by interested parties and still affecting policy significantly. This
paper therefore, examines the implications of such instrumental perspectives in public
engaged ST governance.

To do so, this paper analyses the discourses and practices of public deliberation for ST
governance in the UK from the late 1990’s until the mid 2000’s. It examines the proposals
made by various policy institutions and two real public deliberations— the GM Dialogue
for commercialization of genetically modified crops and the Committee on Radioactive
Waste Management(CoRWM)’s programme. This study finds that policy institutions tried
to employ public deliberation as strategic instrument for their policy interest, which
contrasted with their outwardly claimed rationales of democratic policy making and better

quality in decision for ST governance.

Key Words : Public engagement, Science and technology governance, Policy

instrument, Public deliberation, Risk governance
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