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Abstract

Commentaries : There is No Substitute for SLOCs

Lee Choon - Kun*

The Chinese government portrays the One Belt One Road Initiative (BRI) and
South Korea President Park Geun-hae’s Eurasia Initiative as a win-win
opportunity which will hurt nobody’s interests, but some South Korean
commentators have interpreted it as much more than just a trade and development
deal: they focus on the geopolitical implications and the possibility that the
balance of power in Asia will be disturbed. South Korea depends upon its
maritime-oriented Sea Lanes of Communication (SLOC) in focusing on its alliance
with the US to deter North Korean threats and explore its export-based economic
growth and development, and yet cannot afford to be left out of these initiatives
which could transform the economic and logistical linkage between South
Korea and Europe, Given its negative reception by the some pundits, however,
South Korea should be more precautious for expressing only full-fledged
supports for the BRI and Eurasia Initiative, Opponents of these two initiatives
doubt that its putative benefits can be realized, at least in the short term, arguing

that creating the necessary rail interconnections may be too costly,

Key Words: BRI, Eurasia Initiative, SLOC, Siberia Railway, Interconnection
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