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5) Eric Grove, The Future of Seapower (London : Routledge, 1990); Geoffrey Till, Seapower
. A Guide for the Twenty—First Century (London : Frank Cass, 2004), pp.113—1159]4] 72l
£ Michael McDevitt, “The Republic of Korea Navy : a ‘big’ small navy,” in eds,, Michael
Mulqueen, Denpraj Samders, and Ian Speller, Small Navies . Strategy and Policy for
Small Navies in War and Peace (Burlington : Ashgate, 2014), pp.152—155. .
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8) Richard K. Betts, Surprise Attack : Lessons for Defense Planning (Washington D.C, : Th
Brookings Institution, 1984), pp.273—-279,

9) Edward N, Luttwak, Strategy . The Logic of War and Peace (Cambridge : Harvard University
Press, 1987), p.202.
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about it (London : Routledge, 2010), pp.94-104,
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15) The U.S. White House, National Security Strategy (February 2015), pp.23—25.

16) Jonathan Holslag, Trapped Giant . China’s Military Rise (London : Routledge, 2010), pp
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(Stanford, CA : Stanford University Press, 2003), pp.96—98, pp.144-145,
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17) “Watch Out, America : China Might Have 415 Warships by 2030,” The National Interest,
May 27, 2015. http://www_ nationalinterest org (XY : 2015 6 1%)

18) Aaron L, Friedberg, Beyond Air—Sea Batle : The Debate Over US Military Strategy in
Asia (London : Routledge, 2014), pp.47—58. WAMAL http://news, usni.org/2015/01/20/
F2(AMY : 20159 19229),
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Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessment, 2014,
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Abstract

The Future of Republic of Korea Navy
: Toward a Korean Way of Naval Strategy

Choi Joung - Hyun*

This study is an attempt to look into the future role of the ROKN and to
provide a strategic way forward with a special focus on naval strategic
concept and force planning, To accomplish this goal, this research takes four
sequential steps for analysis: 1) assessing the role and utility of naval power
of ROKN since its foundation back in 1945; 2) forecasting features of various
maritime threats to influence the security of Korea in the future directly or
indirectly; 3) identifying the roles to be undertaken by future ROKN; and 4)
recommending Korean way of naval force planning and the operational
concept of naval power,

This study seeks to show that ROKN needs comprehensive role to better
serve the nation with respect to national security, national prosperity and
development, and future battle-space management, To safeguard the national
security of Korea, it suggests three roles: 1) national guard for the peaceful
unification; 2) protector of the maritime sovereignty; and 3) suppressor to
maritime threats, Three more roles are highlighted for national prosperity: 1)
escort of the national economy; 2) guardian for national maritime activities;
and 3) contributor to the world peace. These roles need to be closely
connected with the role for the battle-space management, This paper

addresses the need for a dramatic shift of the central operational domain

* Lieutenant Commander, ROK Navy, Naval Force Analysis, Test and Evaluation Group, ROK
Navy HQ
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from land to maritime in the future, This will eventually offer future ROKN a
leading role for developing strategic concept and force planning rather than
merely a supporting one,

This study finally suggests ‘balanced’ strategy both in concept development
and force planning, A balanced force planning is a ‘must’ rather than an
‘option” when considering a division of function between Task Fleets and Area
Fleets, constructing cutting-edge conventional forces such as Aegis destroyer,
CVs, or submarines, and the mix of high-profile platform and low-profile
when composing future fleets, A ‘balance’ is also needed in operational
concept, The fleet should be prepared to fulfill its missions based on two
different types of force operation i.e., coercive or cooperative application of
the utility of naval force, The findings and recommendations of the study are
relevant today, and will be increasingly important in the future to achieve

various political goals required by enhancing the utility of naval power,

Key Words : Maritime Strategy, Naval Power, Naval Force Development,

National Security, Maritime Cooperation
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