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ABSTRACT

This study analyzed recent cases of ship fires - explosions and investigated their problems and coping plans. Through
analysis on the statistical figures, it was found that our nation’s situations of maritime accidents by kind during the period
of 2009~2013 showed the ratios of ship accidents caused by fires - explosions was the highest in 2012 with 7.58% (55
cases) followed by year 2009 with 3.39% (34 cases), year 2010 with 3.39% (25 cases), year 2011 with 6.03% (57 cases)
and year 2013 with 6.74% (43 cases), which indicates a steady increase in the number of ship accidents. Majority of rea-
sons for ship fires - explosions were lack of safety awareness. Since those accidents happen on the sea, fires, once they
happen, tend to get serious due to absence of on board & nearby fire extinguishing facilities, public fire service’s uneasy
access to them and great influences of natural factors such as wind and etc. Ship fires - explosions are special cases unlike
what happens to general edifices. So, their coping plans should focus on preventive measures since the damages those
cases bring about can be detrimental. For this reason, it's necessary to research precise evacuation plans, develop ship
structure & materials reinforcing fire resistance to secure more time for evacuation and enhance people's safety aware-
ness by implementing thorough safety training.
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Figure 1. 2009~2013 years statistical analysis of maritime accidents by kind: Ministry of Oceans Fisheries
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Figure 2. 2001~2013 years statistical analysis of maritime fire cases by kind: Ministry of Public Safety and Security(lz).
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