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ABSTRACT

This study explores the types of relationships between 410 adult children and their elderly
parents based of exchange theory and the Konstanz model. In terms of the exchange of emotional,
instrumental, and economic support based on exchange theory, the types of relationships
identified included "support offers," "reciprocity," and "support benefits." In terms of conflict,
intimacy, support offers, support benefits, and support obligations for adult children based on
the Konstanz model, the type of relationships with the father included "an intimate exchange,"
"conflictual distance," "a conflictual sense of duty," and "a flexible exchange." The type of
relationships with the mother included "an intimate exchange," "conflictual distance," "separate
distance," and "a conflictual offer." There were no distinct characteristics of relationship types
based on exchange theory. However, there were differences in characteristics of relation types
based on the Konstanz model by gender. These results have important implications with respect
to the Western model.
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Item Freq.(%) Item Freq.(%)
50-59 21( 5.5) 50-59 9( 3.3)
60-69 120(31.3) 60-69 58(24.8)
Age of the mother 70-79 183(47.7)  Age of the father ~ 70-79 108(46.2)
>80 60(15.6) =80 59(25.2)
M 71.8 M 73.6
Very healthy 19( 4.9) Very healthy 18( 7.7)
Healthy 139(36.2) Healthy 99(42.3)
Subjective health Usually 129(33.6)  Subjective health Usually 72(30.8)
status of the mother ~ Unhealthy 73(19.0)  status of the father ~ Unhealthy 29(12.4)
Very unhealthy 24( 6.3) Very unhealthy 16( 6.8)

M(SD) 2.85(.991)

M(SD) 2.68(1.016)
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Table 2. General characteristics of adult children

Item Freq.(%) Item Freq.(%)
Gend Male 126(30.7) n ddle school of 2
ender
Female 284(69.3) Le'ss than middle schoo (22)
" Educati High school 95(23.2)
i g'iz 232( i '2) HEAO T College 248(60.5)
Age : (54.3) Graduate school and more 58(14.1)
50-59 93(22.7)
M 44,54
Verv bad " - Very bad 3.7
Begy a 272 6'7; Subiec Bad 62(15.1)
a . upjeclive
Subjective Jectt Usually 231(56.3)
Usually 215(53.0) economic
health Good 108(26.3)
Good 147(36.2) status
status Very good 6( 1.5)
Very good 16( 3.9)
M(SD) 3.37(.679) M(SD) 3.13(.698)
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Table 3. Differences in relationship types for the father
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Dependent variables Type N M SD F
Support offer 98 44.36 a 5.87
Age of the child Reciprocity 51 41.94 ab 6.24 6.869%*
Support benefits 41 40.27 b 7.12
Support offer 98 75.26 a 6.51
Age of the child Reciprocity 51 72.08 ab 7.87 6.796%*
Support benefits 41 70.73 b 8.14
**p<01.
Table 4. Differences in relationship types for the mother
Dependent variables Type N M SD F
Support offers 83 43.52 ab 6.51
Age of the child Reciprocity 183 4522 5.93 8.979%**
Support benefits 63 41.43 b 6.87
Support ofters 83 70.81 a 8.33
Age of the mother Reciprocity 183 72.86 6.92 10.703***
Support benefits 63 68.03 b 6.76

#xkp< 001
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Table 5. A correlation analysis
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Dependent variables Conflict Intimacy  Support benefits Support offers  Support obligations
Conflict 1
Intimacy -.649%** 1
Support benefits - 262%%* 3271 * 1
Support offers - 211 289 ¥ 398 ¥ 1
Support obligations - 220%** AL2%* 208%** 235%** 1
*H*p<.001.
Table 6. A correlation analysis
Dependent variables Conflict Intimacy  Support benefits Support offers  Support obligations
Conflict 1
Intimacy -.589%** 1
Support benefits -.306%** AT0%k* 1
Support ofters - 198KH* 331wk 354%%x 1
Support obligations =320k STk 224%%* 208%** 1

wrkp< 001
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Table 7. Standard scores for final clusters (father)

Cluster 1 Cluster 2 Cluster 3 Cluster 4
Dependent variables  Intimate exchange Conflictual Conflictual sense of Duty Flexible exchange

(n=59) distance (n=26) (n=45) (n=60)
Conflict -90 .59 .63 -25
Intimacy 97 -1.02 -37 22
Support benefits .39 -.95 -.30 A48
Support offers 18 -1.32 -31 .50
Support obligations 77 -1.14 31 -49

Note. Cluster values are standardized by z-scores (M = 0, SD = 1).

Conflict

W Intimacy
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Table 8. Standard scores for final clusters (mother)
Cluster 1 Cluster 2 Cluster 3 Cluster 4

Dependent variables Intimate exchange

Conflictual distance

Separate distance Conflictual offer

(n=132) (n=38) (n=52) (n=107)
Conflict =72 1.45 -39 .55
Intimacy .76 -1.78 -23 =22
Support Benefits 51 -1.19 -.60 .06
Support offers 43 -78 -1.26 26
Support Obligations .59 -1.07 -47 -13

Note. Cluster values are standardized by z-scores (M = 0, SD = 1).
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Table 9. Differences in relationship types for the father
Dependent variables Type N M SD F
Intimate exchange 59 3.49 a 5
Health of Conflictual distance 26 3.00 b 49 3.057%
the child Conflictual sense of duty 43 3.35 ab .68
Flexible exchange 60 3.35 ab .63
Intimate exchange 59 3.24 a .83
Frequency of Conflictual distance 26 2.58 b .98 3.507%
contact Conflictual sense of duty 45 3.00 ab .82
Flexible exchange 60 3.08 a .88
Intimate exchange 57 8.39 a 1.37
Relationship Conflictual distance 25 4.28 d 2.18
) ) ) 43.727***
satisfaction Conflictual sense of duty 43 6.07 c 1.69
Flexible exchange 59 7.36 b 1.45
Intimate exchange 58 2.28 b .82
Direct Conflictual distance 26 3.33 a .83
. ) 14.950%**
ambivalence Conflictual sense of duty 41 3.09 a .66
Flexible exchange 60 291 a 77
Intimate exchange 59 .09 c 1.09
Indirect Conflictual distance 25 1.25 ab 97
. ) 23.146%**
ambivalence Conflictual sense of duty 44 1.69 a .81
Flexible exchange 60 1.00 b 1.05

wikp< 001,
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Table 10. Differences in relation types for the mother
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At

Dependent variables Type N M SD F
Intimate exchange 131 3.44 .67
Conflictual distance 38 2.95 .65
Health of the child . 6.580%**
Separate distance 51 322 ab .61
Conflictual offer 106 341 .65
Intimate exchange 132 2.76 .85
Conflictual distance 38 3.26 a .89
Health of the mother . 2.851%*
Separate distance 52 2.81 ab 99
Conflictual offer 107 2.86 ab 1.05
Intimate exchange 132 3.26 a .89
Frequency of Conflictual distance 37 2.43 b 1.06
11.713%**
contact Separate distance 52 2.62 b 97
Conflictual offer 107 3.11 a .86
Intimate exchange 130 8.95 a 1.04
Relationship Conflictual distance 38 4.11 c 2.05
. ) 123.194%**
satisfaction Separate distance 51 7.86 b 1.44
Conflictual offer 104 7.37 b 1.43
Intimate exchange 131 2.29 c .80
Direct Conflictual distance 38 347 a .65
. 32.752%**
ambivalence Separate distance 50 2.52 .68
Conflictual offer 105 2.99 b 74
Intimate exchange 132 -.01 c .90
Indirect Conflictual distance 38 1.65 .87
. . 60.021***
ambivalence Separate distance 52 .58 .98
Conflictual offer 105 1.37 a .89

#xkp< 001,
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