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Abstract : There is a growing interest in Co—operative education as an important way of university—industry
collaborations for improving employment competitiveness, recruiting talented human resource, and promoting
university—industry collaborations. In this study, we recognize that the paradigm of professional practice have to be
changed from internship to Co-operative education. This paper examines the characteristics of Co-operative
education in a regional public university through a case study of Central Washington University(CWU), USA. The
results of the study and policy implications are as follows. First, the professional practice program of CWU is
centered upon Co-operative education and has a high local and regional connectivity in terms of location of
institutions that students work for professional practices. Second, the professional practice program of CWU has a
high connectivity between majors and jobs, and is characterized by an active participation of students majoring in
humanities, social sciences, arts and education. Third, the qualifications of Co—operative education are strict, but
programs of Co—operative education are flexibly operated according to the characteristics of departments and
colleges. We emphasize that universities in Korea need to focus upon the employment connectivity, the major
connectivity, the local and regional connectivity, Therefore, when attempting to introduce Co—operative education.
In addition, the management and governance of Co—operative education should be flexible.

Key Words : Co—operative education, professional practice, internship, university—industry collaboration, Central

Washington University
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